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Building Catches Fire

Multicultural Students Welcomed by the Office of Diversity & Inclusion I ^i,™*™
*

MICHELLE GOLDCHAIN

Features Editor
On Thursday, Sept. 6, the Office of Diversity
and Inclusion hosted the Multicultural Student
Welcome Reception in the Blackwell Foyer.
Beginning at 5:45 p.m., the event featured
performances from the Wong People's Chinese
Lion Dance Group, FIERCE Hip Hop Dance
Team, Pitch Perfect A Cappella Quartet, Assistant
Professor of Music Jennifer Capaldo as well as
speeches from various representatives
of
campus clubs
and
organizations,
speaking

The Wong
People's
Chinese Lion
Dance group
is dedicated
the ancient art
of kung fu.

News Editor

absolutely 100 percent convinced
diversity means to him or her personally.
Director of the Office of Diversity and Inclusion about . creating a safe, inclusive
Dr. Jamie Riley said that the event was to welcome campus where every single one of you
new, incoming students to Longwood, saying, can truly, truly be just the amazing
"Each of us are different, but the one thing we people that I know you can be. Thaf s
what if s all about."
have in common is we are all Lancers."
Vice President of the Office of Student Affairs Dr. One multicultural performance was
Tim Pierson spoke of future plans for the Office of organized by the Wong People's
Diversity and Inclusion, including how the office Chinese Lion Dance Group, a group
will be relocated from Lancaster Hall to a location dedicated to the ancient art of kung
on Brock Commons in the University Center once fu, as explained by Sifu Raymond
construction has finished where the Cunningham Wong. The group performed the
Chinese Lion Dance, a ritual over
residence halls currently are located.
Pierson said, "When I look at Longwood 2,000 years old that is still performed
and think about who you are and the today. The ritual involved a Chinese
strength that you have, who lion appearing with a yellow body
we are as Longwood, we are with swirling red and green designs
¿¿/j?)*Longwood. So, I want you to adorning it, flapping eyelashes, a pink
know, we are here, all of us, mouth and jerky movements leading
for you. Our real goal [and] the way with the two performers
mission [is] to develop hidden underneath the lion costume.
citizen leaders, our key is
Audience members were given a leaf
to develop student success, of lettuce and made a single file line
that you are successful. towards the lion, feeding it the leaf of
Thaf s why we're here."
lettuce, which it would then chew up
"We all work for you," said and spit out back at the person. Wong
Pierson, adding, "Our staff explained that this ritual symbolizes
is here to ensure in every the lion "taking everything from you,
way that we can to reach the positive, the negative, the good,
out and help you succeed. the bad ... separating] the good from
So, I encourage you to take the bad," thereafter spitting up the
advantage of all the resources good back towards the person.
that are here."
President of the Student Government
Association
Donald Knight, President
Interim President Marge
Connelly attended the event, of the Hispanic Heritage Club Nancy
saying,
"I Ventura, Representative for the Black
want you Student Association Amber Brooks and
_
4o
be President of the Student Diversity and Inclusion
Council Pierre Somoray each spoke on what
diversity meant to them.
With a Turkish mother and an American-born
father, Knight said, "Diversity is something I
was around my entire life, and something I was
exposed to and something I was really passionate
about."
He further stated, "I guess when we think about
diversity and inclusion, we sometimes limit it to
race. We sometimes limit it to ethnicity. But I like
to bring in the aspect of ideas."
"I believe that every person in this country
should at least visit another foreign country when
they have a chance," he said, later adding, "I
encourage everybody to extend that helping hand
[and] reach out to as many people as possible.
Meet new people. If s not necessarily about race.
If s about what you stand for."
Brooks said, "Diversity means I am automatically
different from everything that is normal.
Diversity means I am unavoidably bringing a
change, a uniqueness, an inevitable difference
to the Lancer community."
Noting that there are only 266 African
American students at Longwood University,
Brooks described her presence in the Longwood
student body as "a unique opportunity," saying,
"That unique opportunity is a chance to leave my
footprint on Longwood soil. I have the chance to

At approximately 3:28 p.m. on
Tuesday, Sept. 11, a blaze on the
roof of one of the Lancer Park North
Commons buildings was reported to
the Farmville Fire Department.
According to Farmville Fire
Department Captain Bryan Saxtan,
four to five construction workers
were cutting metal on the roof of
the building when it caught fire.
Gas spilled from one of the saws the
workers were using and the sparks
from the saw ignited thefire,causing
a blaze that lasted about 10 minutes.
When the Farmville Fire Department
arrived on the scene, the workers had
doused the blaze with water and the
fire's temperature had been reduced
to about 150 degrees.
The fire's width was approximately
four feet. Saxtan said the burnt metal
can easily be replaced and the fire
should not heavily impact the ongoing
construction.
say, 'I'm here, and I'm not going anywhere.'"
"Diversity means that no matter what, my
existence will always be acknowledged because
of the simple fact that I don't blend," said Brooks,
later adding, "I will always be different. I will
always remain different. And I will always love
being different."
Somoray said, "What diversity means to me is
growth."
He further stated, "As a community, we all
together make something much larger than what
we are as individuals, and being able to be openminded and learning of each other and about your
experiences here at Longwood, and understanding
that not everyone will perceive things the same
way you do."
"Just stay open-minded. Know that you are
diverse, and understand that what you bring to
the community and all your personal aspirations is
really important, and it is unique," said Somoray.
The event concluded with Capaldo performing
vocal performances, including the love song, "Del
Caballo Más Sutil," while educating the audience
on folk songs that reflect every-day life and how
culture can influence classical and popular songs.
For more information on further events, go to the
Longwood website to the Diversity & Inclusion
page or to the Office of Diversity and Inclusion
Facebook page.

Big South Network Provides Opportunities for Students;
ERIC HOBECK

Sports Editor
Being part of the Big South has given Longwood's athletics department an opportunity to
riuse the University's profile, and one way to do
that comes courtesy of the Big South Network.
The Big South Network is a part of the Big
South's official website that broadcasts a multitude of games live across the conference and
also keeps an archive of games available for
viewing on demand. Longwood is required to
broadcast a certain number of games, and students are asked to help out with the production
of the broadcasts.
Athletics Video Coordinator Gary Maiorano

is in his first year at Longwood after spending
over 20 years at Syracuse University, and his
passion for sports broadcasting was apparent in
an interview last week..
"Longwood made that jump to Division I
back in 2007. The athletic department has kept
growing and growing with the intention of joining a conference, and they did that in January
... When Longwood joined, they had to join
the Big South Network. We were given a list of
equipment that we had to acquire that would
match everyone else's," Maiorano said.
That equipment consisted of three boards
filled with buttons and dials, and while it appears daunting at first glance, Maiorano says
the equipment that fills a table today would

have filled a multi-million dollar production
truck 20 years ago.
Maiorano also explained the minimum
requirements that the Conference has for
broadcasts, and those are three women's soccer
games, three men's soccer games, all men's and
women's home basketball games, six softball
and baseball games each and one other event.
Maiorano said that "We're probably going to do
the minimum this year since we're crawling and
everyone else has been doing this for a while ...
I've been out pushing the pavement, talking to
classes and having meetings trying to get some
students interested in learning this stuff and
getting involved.
"Now that the equipment's here, we're going

to start doing training over the next couple of
weeks."
Maiorano says that all students have to do is
"give [him] a shout" when it comes to getting
involved. He has put flyers around campus and
sent out emails to get as many people interested
in getting involved as possible.
While students won't be providing on-air
voice talent, positions include running the cam- I
eras, running the board for replays, working on
graphics and producing video packages that can I
be played at halftime or during the pre-game
I
and post-game shows.

I
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Longwood University Invests in New Hybrid Leaning Technology
LAWSON BABER
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The line between online classes and
the traditional classroom is becoming
more blurred as technology at Longwood University advances.
Professors now have the option to
prerecord a lecture by using technology called Echo360, allowing students
to view the lecture in the comforts of
their living quarters. These lectures
can also be live, and students may
email or text questions to their professor during a live lecture.
Echo360 is more commonly referred to as "lecture capture," and it
is a brand new innovation. It is an example of hybrid learning, which combines traditional classroom learning
with online learning.
Instructional Technology Collaborative member Rachel Brown is working with the Digital Education Collaborative, which works to enhance
online education at the university, on
integrating this technology.
Brown said the "personal capture"
aspect of the program permits professors to use their personal laptops or
school desktops to prerecord lecture

activities with their desktop modem
and a face-to-face capture.
Another member of the Digital Education Collaborative is Jenny Quarles,
director of training and instruction.
Quarles believes the most efficient
way to learn is hybrid, or blended,
learning.
She then went into more detail
about the lecture capture technology,
saying, "The idea is that lecture content which would normally happen
in the classroom is delivered online,
whether if s videos or narrated power
points."
According to Quarles, one of the
benefits of the hybrid classroom is
that the focus is on executing the information inside the classroom rather
than getting the information inside
the classroom and using it outside.
The professor initially becomes a facilitator inside the classroom, helping
the student use that information.
Quarles said this works very well
with most of the popular majors at
Longwood. "When we think about
the business majors and the education majors, it makes a lot more sense
to have the student get some of that
content outside of the classroom, be-

yond reading the textbook, and then
come into the classroom and actually
try doing some of the things they're
learning about."
Brown said professors can also reach
areas that do not always have access
to the university's campus. It would
appear that this blended learning is
the very real future of the education
process.
Echo360 isn't the only advancement
Longwood is interested in. "They also
make sure that technology stays relevant," explained Quarles. "A year
ago. Kindles were the hot new thing,
and since then there has been that
transition towards tablets."
Another investment is in Promethean Boards, commonly referred to as
"smart boards." These are essentially
interactive white boards which can be
used during lectures within the classroom.
Brown said many departments on
campus have recently acquired Promethean Boards. She said they are
helpful tools in interactive presentations. "It takes a new, hands-on kinesthetic role that we previously didn't
have," she said.
Brown also agrees that technol-

ogy is ideal for the popular majors at
Longwood. "For example, education
majors can now actually practice their
lessons as they're going to be given in
the elementary school. It is very cool
to actually fully run and test a full lesson in Hull before you have to give
your lesson in the classroom."
' Not only is Longwood investing in
these new technologies, but the university has also obtained technology
gurus that are able to teach the faculty
and students how to use these new resources.
Brown said the first step is the technology task force. There are currently
eight members on campus, ready to
assist with any technological issue
which may arise.
Quarles also said the university is
reallocating resources to purchase the
technology and train students, faculty
and staff on how to properly use the
various forms of technology.
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Last week marked the 2012
Democratic National Convention in which President
Barack Obama and Vice
President Joe Biden were endorsed for the second time
and gained the nominations
for the Democratic Party. The
convention took place from
Tuesday, Sept. 4 to Thursday,
Sept. 6 in Charlotte, N.C.
Before coming to the convention, Obama had to win
enough delegates to secure
the presidential nomination.
He achieved this number on
April 3, 2012 when he won
the Maryland and District of
Columbia primaries, giving
him 2, 778 delegates.
First Lady Michelle Obama
announced the city for the
Democratic National Convention in February. Charlotte
had never hosted a nominating convention before. The
city was chosen over Cleveland, Minneapolis and St.
Louis. According to reports,
the convention was expected
to generate more than $150
million for the city of Charlotte and the surrounding areas.
The venue for the convention was the Time Warner
Cable Arena. On the last

night, when Obama gave his
acceptance speech, the venue
was supposed to change to
the Bank of America Stadium.
However, due to a thunderstorm warning, the speech
was moved to a smaller,
roofed venue, which many
media outlets criticized
Meteorologist Brad Panovich tweeted that the thunderstorm threat was zero
percent for Thursday night
and the chance of rain was
20 percent. Panovich was not
the only person who had a
problem with the last minute
change. The National Football
League also got involved because Obama's speech caused
a conflict with the kickoff
game. This then caused the
Democratic National Committee (DNC) to move Vice
President Joe Biden's speech
in order to avoid potential
conflicts.
The first night began with an
array of speeches, including
Michelle Obama's address to
the crowd. It was predicted
that she would command the
stage and bring the convention stadium to their feet, and
according to news reports after the speech, she delivered
on both fronts.
Her words seemed, to resonate with the crowd when
she said, "Barack knows

There has already been
what it means when a fam- that he believed his campaign
ily struggles ... he knows theme of "forward" was bet- fighting back and forth in the
what it means to want some- ter than what the Republicans press between the Romney
thing more for your kids and focused on in their conven- and Obama camps. Romney
grandkids. Barack knows the tion. He said, "I recognize spokespeople have been quotAmerican dream because he's that times have changed since ed as saying that Obama's
I first spoke to this conven- speech focused on "forgotlived it."
She focused for 25 minutes tion. The times have changed ten promises" and only made
on her husband, the strength ... I'm no longer just a candi- "the case for more of the same
policies that haven't worked
of the American Spirit and date. I'm the president."
Later he tried to receive for the past four years."
military members and their
The campaigns are not yet
supporting families. Other cheers from the crowd with
in
full force and Election Day
the
words,
"But
as
I
stand
speakers on day one included
in
November is right around
here
tonight,
I
have
never
Claudia Kennedy, Harry Reid
been more hopeful about the corner.
and Nancy Pelosi.
Wednesday brought a America."
speech from former President Bill Clinton. Clinton seemed to fire up the
crowd and criticized Republicans for creating a
On $$pt. 11,2001, the n&tfiprt Was collectively in shock
huge national debt.
when news broke that terrorists
The last day brought
four planes, leaving no surviving passengers or
two highly anticipated
bers. Nearly 3,000 people died asa result of the terrorist
speeches from Obama
\tttaWfihatedby Osamfbin ¡g§g| ¡ ¡ § g | K | |
and Vice President Joe
if Vol*; l i g g P g airplanes crashed into the World
Biden. Clinton officially
jtor'sNorth and
nominated Obama for reother.
Within 4$ie hotu; one plane hit the Per$ _
election. With an official
¿ton, Va., and another craved tnjShanksvflle, Pa.
tally of 5,556 delegates,
Many believe the terrorists meanttycnsh the fourth place \
the nomination was his.
Soon came Obama's acinto the Unit&$faties Capitol in W^ifl^oiv D:C., but the
ceptance speech.
aircraft's passengers revolted against the hijackers, causing
At the start of his
them to crashtitieplane in Pennsyh^iji
they coyld
speech, Obama focused
on the differences bein and
tween the Democratic
National Convention and
the Republican National »Nearly tOyeare after the attacks, bin Laden was écjund
and killed in Pakistan on May 1,2011.
Convention. He was clear

Politics Club Corner: The Rise of the Political Machines
KRAMER ANDERSON

Columnist
In my writings for the political science column,
I attempt to avoid pop politics, that petty beast
that only cares about the latest opinion poll and
only speaks of the upcoming election. However,
following the Republican and Democratic National Conventions, I must air my grievances against
both parties for what they have done and what
they have become.
The RNC was occupied by a homogenous entity
of scared, rich, white men that painted a picture of
an America falling faster and faster into the arms
of socialism. Their fear mongering was backed up
by evidence that was proven to be baseless, especially with regards to the speech given by vice
presidential nominee Paul Ryan.
Furthermore, the RNC's focus on rampant individualism runs directly contrary to their backing
message of faith and religion and the restoration
of America to a Christian nation.
Their efforts at stomping out competition to become uniform went further with the suspension
of convention rules so as to not allow the Libertarian-leaning Ron Paul to be nominated, the allowance of the Mitt Romney Maine delegates to
oust the Paul delegates despite the fact that Paul
won Maine and the ultimatum given to Paul that
he could only speak at the convention if he gave a
wholehearted endorsement of Romney.
The Republican Party has descended into what
it always despised: a mass organization bent on
the acquisition of power, mongering their way to
success and endorsing policies that would have
made their predecessors quake with fear.
They wish to grow the economy by engaging in

actions that resulted in our present predicament; president in history.
The memories of the president are so clouded
they wish to regulate our private lives, being far
more concerned with who sleeps with who than by political rhetoric that the bailout of the banks,
with which senator is accepting a bribe today from which the president criticized in his nomination
which company. They wish to create a tax system acceptance speech and which has been decried
which would only increase the gap in wealth and by the world's top 10 economists, including Paul
wish to see us in unison under their god under the Krugman, is forgotten as the Democrats railed
against Big Business despite that they propped
auspices of being American.
To quote the famous 1960s Republican Barry them all up.
Lastly, the Democrats are willing to criticize the
Goldwater: "The religious factions that are growing throughout our land are not using their reli- Republicans for Citizens United while simultanegious clout with wisdom ... I'm frankly sick and ously accepting massive quantities of money from
tired of the political preachers across this country wealthy donors.
These political machines have gotten far too
telling me as a citizen that if I want to be a moral
big.
Our election cycle is year round, and there
person, I must believe in 'A,' 'B,' 'C' and 'D.' Just
who do they think they are? ... I will fight them is no honesty in any of it. The media asks pedanevery step of the way if they try to dictate their tic, softball questions and reduces complex issues
moral convictions to all Americans in the name of to sound bites. Our candidates are willing to forget their pasts and sketch out vague, optimistic
'conservatism.'"
But the Democrats fared no better in my eyes. It worldviews that make the populace feel comfortseems only that they are all too willing to forget able, and promises mean nothing and people are
some of the president's actions and change their willing to let them mean nothing.
I cannot, with sound conscience, vote for either
stances on issues in the name of re-election.
of
these men. This duopoly between the RepubNever before have so many Democrats been so
proud of the war in Iraq, lauding the ousting of licans and the Democrats will only end if we are
Saddam Hussein and praising America's ability willing to seek alternatives. I am, and I must, ento bring justice to a wounded nation. It seems fur- courage everyone else to do the same.
ther that the Democrats are willing to ignore the
Kramer Anderson is the vice president of the Politialmost 300 drone strikes that the president has ordered in the Middle East alone. Surely the deaths cal Science Club, a nonpartisan group that meets every
of thousands of Muslims and American soldiers is Thursday at 4 p.m. Ruffner 256. Email him at harold.
anderson@live.longwood.edu.
worthy of a Nobel Peace Prize.
The Democrats seem willing to forgive the president for backing down on his promises to the ho- "* This editorial is ati opinion stated by the writer and
mosexual community, granting them only lip ser- does not represent the vinos of The Rotunda or Longimod
vice as he begs for their votes or his crackdown University.
on medical marijuana, which is harder than any
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Alumni Association President to Deliver Convocation Speech
pa Delta sorority member, a Resident
Assistant and president of the PanNews Editor
hellenic Association. Her little sister
Colleen Margiloff, president of the in Kappa Delta capped her at her
Longwood University Alumni Asso- own convocation.
She now lives in Rye, N.Y. with her
ciation, will deliver the convocation
husband
and three children. She was
speech for the class of 2013. Convoa
middle
school English teacher until
cation will take place on Thursday,
the
birth
of
her third child in 2006.
Sept. 13 at 4 p.m. in Jarman AuditoLongwood
was the first school
rium.
Margiloff
attended
for four years in
The university typically chooses an
alumnus or alumna to speak at con- a row, because her father was in the
vocation, and Diane Easter, director Navy and she moved from town to
of events and ceremonies and spe- town often as a child. She said Longcial assistant to the president, said wood gave her the opportunity to
Margiloff was the natural choice for settle down in one place and make
convocation speaker. "She is just it a home.
young, energetic and enthusiastic,
"I feel so dedicated to this school
and we would love to highlight her because i f s given me such a foundaas our incoming new president of tion for everything that came afterthe Alumni Association," she said.
wards," she said.
While Margiloff lives hundreds
Margiloff began her two-year term
as Alumni Association president in of miles away from Longwood, she
July. She graduated from Longwood said the Alumni Association helps
in 1997 with a degree in liberal stud- her keep in touch with members of
ies and an elementary education the Longwood community. "Longwood is pretty far, but it's always
concentration.
As a student, Margiloff was a Kap- close to my heart, so I always take
BECCA LUNDBERG

the opportunity to get back on cam- things happen."
Regarding change, while this
pus," she said.
Margiloff's speech will focus on the year's convocation ceremony will
theme "You Have to Believe to Re- be run according to tradition, Easter
ceive." She said she is going to draw said the influx of students in recent
from her own experiences as an un- years may cause a change in location
dergraduate and tell the class of 2013 in the future. She said the gymna"how I kind of feel about the good, sium in Willett Hall will most likely
the bad and the ugly, and how I now be where convocation is located next
year.
move forward with my life."
However, this year's ceremony will
As a former Longwood student,
Margiloff said she understands the operate as usual and feature about
pressure seniors feel when it seems, 100 faculty members, along with the
like everyone is asking questions Board of Visitors, Longwood Unilike, "What are you going to do af- versity Wind Symphony and other
ter you graduate?" "What's next?" various board members. "Ifs kind of
a mix of formal and fun," she said.
"What's going on?"
Easter looks forward to seeing
Margiloff hopes her speech will remind seniors "the reality is, there's the graduation caps seniors will be
always something next. People' are capped with. Her favorite part is seealways asking you, 'What do you ing all the caps everyone's been makwant to do?' 'Do you want to stay ing and seniors' reactions to them.
"You get excited about the senior
in this job?' 'Do you like where you
live?' And you can either fight it or class and how much the students appreciate it," Easter said. "If s a great
you can embrace it."
Margiloff wants to highlight that kickoff to their senior year and that
"change is scary, but i f s actually makes it all worthwhile."
the perfect opportunity to make big

The Saga Continues:
Tales from Political
Science Class
E) DOWLING

Asst. News Editor

If you did not read my
column last week, then you
were clearly missing out! Ba- •
sically, I set up the outline for I
an iron man competition that I
will occur in my Ancient and M
Medieval Political Philosophy |
class. While the details are
still under wraps, my class is I
anxiously awaiting the start
of the competition that is
NEWS
almost guaranteed to be inCOLUMN
tense. I personally call it the
real Olympic games."
Obviously, I knew what I had to write about
every week. The "real Olympic games" are going to be in full force in a couple of weeks, so
what I thought I would do today is introduce
one of the competitors in the competition.
Ladies and gentlemen, allow me to introduce
the esteemed Benjamin Clark. This Thursday,
I sat down with Clark and interviewed him
about all sorts of topics ranging from his day
job to school to his view on the iron man competition. It was a very successful interview and
The Rotunda now has gained massive amounts
of information about at least one of the comKEVIN GREEN
petitors.
Staff Reporter
Clark, a 25-year-old senior from right here in
Farmville,
Va. who is studying political science
1
m
ì
m
,
1
ill
The Longwood University
and
Spanish
with minors in homeland security,
Student Government AsGerman
and
international studies, is a man of
sociation (SGA) has just re- fo.
*
many
interests.
When not studying, he is probcently completed a process
ably
working.
He
works for Yoder Properties
of filling in positions for the
as
a
realtor
and
also
works as an auctioneer for
2012-13 academic year. Vathe
surrounding
counties.
cant positions that needed to B a r e r a i
When asked what one of his biggest obstacles
be filled included the execuin
life is, he answered simply: a diploma. He
tive position of treasurer and LÀ
says getting a diploma is plaguing him in many
historian.
ways; he even called it a "game that society
It was a process that began
makes you play socially."
in April of last spring and
Sitting down with Clark was definitely a
concluded as the SGA voted
unique
experience. He has had quite the life
in Queen Burrell as the new
and
was
very candid about events in his life.
treasurer. Burrell was in
He
had
the
greatest admiration for his grandtight contention with senior
mother,
whom
he lives with. He described
Dan Hughes for the position.
himself
as
a
good,
hardworking, busy, workTwo run-off elections were l ' v
obsessed
person
who
is absolutely horrible at
required before Burrell was
algebra.
But,
give
him
some statistics, and he
named treasurer.
can calculate any type of percentage. He called
In order to secure a position
it practical math.
Dn the SGA, a candidate has
to receive 51 percent of the Donald Knight gets sworn in as Student Government Association president, proceeding his successor Brandon Fry. Photo By : Kasey Haddock The lightheartedness of the interview continued even when speaking of the upcoming
votes. In the case of Burrell
competition. Clark gives Associate Professor of
for the SGA and Knight.
and Hughes, neither candi- the Longwood University ... that's just the way things with a lot of authority."
Political Science Dr. William Harbour full credit
Following Gaines' deparAnother position that ran
date received the full 51 per- website; that is roughly 20 happen."
for the idea of the iron man competition. HarAccording to Pierson, this unopposed was vice presi- ture, senior Brian Reid was
cent required. The election percent of the campus.
bour
is our wonderful professor whose class is
then went to two run-offs
Voter attendance dwindled is an occurrence that hap- dent. However, another appointed to the position.
filled
with laughter, and sometimes some tears
that ultimately failed to pro- as the run-off elections con- pens often. According to void was created in the "Dr. Pierson and Donald
if
Plato
or Aristotle get to be too much for some
[Knight]
asked
me
if
I
would
duce a winner with a high tinued between Burrell and Pierson, part of the problem spring when newly elected
people
in
the class. However, no one actually
be
interested,"
said
Reid.
enough percentage.
Hughes. 427 students par- is, "you have to have at least SGA Vice President Shawn
cries
about
Plato and Aristotle; those guys actuPrior
to
.his
appointment,
After both run-off elections ticipated in the first run-off a semester of senate experi- Gaines resigned from his
ally
get
you
thinking.
Reid
had
not
taken
a
posiposition.
Gaines
had
also
failed, both candidates and while 352 participated in the ence to run for an executive
tion
on
the
SGA.
When
I
asked
Clark about Harbour, his words
signed
a
contract
to
be
a
resioffice." Pierson also admits
the SGA came to an agree- second.
were
heard
around
the world. Clark said that
dent
assistant
(RA)
for
this
Reid, who served as treament during a meeting.
When asked about the turn- that there are a good number
Dr.
Harbour
has
a
phenomenal
mind, a great
school
year.
The
problem,
surer during the 2011-12
Burrell took the position of out, Longwood Vice Presi- of other factors, such as timsense
of
humor
and
he
has
nothing
but admiraaccording
to
Gaines,
is
being
ing,
that
are
related.
academic
year,
said
he
was
treasurer while Hughes will dent for Student Affairs and
tion
and
respect
for
him.
an
RA
conflicts
with
serving
going
to
discuss
coming
These factors can lead to a
serve as a senator.
SGA advisor Dr. Tim Pierson
Back to the competition. Clark's opponent
back to the SGA as a general
In terms of voter turnout for admitted that competition more top-heavy senate that on SGA.
is
Donald Knight. Clark had nothing but nice
senator.
However,
Reid
was
Indeed, Pierson admitted
the spring election, Knight may have something to do features more upperclasswords
to say about his competitor. Knight and
honored
by
the
appointment
men. Pierson said a more that the two could not coinsaid, "I was very impressed with it.
Clark's
friendship goes back a long time. Clark
and
accepted
the
position.
In this past year's election, "senior group" would take cide. "The time of when his
with the number of students
said
that
he admired Knight's drive to do good
The
position
of
historian
that stepped up and took in- there were several positions the total number in the Sen- [RA] staff had to meet and
things.
He
also said that Knight has the brightwas
recently
filled
as
well.
In
when
the
SGA
met
were
conterest in the political affairs that ran unopposed. Don- ate down to a smaller numest
of
futures,
so watch out world. "In the end,
this
past
week's
SGA
meetflicting."
ald Knight ran unopposed ber.
of the university."
suppose
that
one
of us gets a sprained ankle. I
ing,
sophomore
Paige
RollGaines said, "I wanted to
Pierson admits that he has
The turnout for the initial for president. Senior Gina
would
want
the
whole
campus to see that we
ins
was
voted
in
as
historian.
spring election was 976, ac- DeMarco, who filled the po- seen quite a few positions do something that I thought
would
carry
one
another
to the finish line and
Rollins
was
already
slated
would
personally
benefit
me
cording to Longwood Uni- sition of senior class presi- run unopposed over the
then
make
sure
the
person
with the sprained
to
serve
on
the
senate
as
the
and
challenge
me
the
ntost."
versity Computer Opera- dent, did as well. Knight years. "I think it would be
ankle
would
be
the
winner"
said Clark. This
tions Manager JaBari Scott. said, "I really do not believe better if those positions were For Gaines, that position was SGA representative for the
was
perhaps
the
sweetest
thing
Clark said durCompared to the total en- that there is a problem with highly competitive," said being an RA. The resignation Honors Student Association.
ing
the
entire
interview.
rollment of 4,860 listed on running unopposed at all Pierson. "They are positions by Gaines left a hole to fill
I really wanted to know how the competition would unfold, and I know some people
had the same question after reading last week's
column. 1 did the only logical thing a columnist would do — I asked Clark what his ideal
competition would be like. His answers were
47th
and
current
vice
president
of
the
United
States
44th and current president of the United States
simple, though I may have thrown some curve
BORN: Nov. 20,1942 in Scranton, Pa.
balls
in for questions just to keep him on his
BORN: Aug. 4,1961 in Honolulu, Hawaii
PARENTS: Joseph Robinette Biden Sr. and
toes.
PARENTS: Barack Hussein Obama, Sr. and Catherine Eugenia Finnegan
Stanley Ann Dunham
In Clark's eyes, the competition would be
WIFE: Till Tracy Jacobs, married 1977
some sort of running event through Crewe, Va.,
WIFE: Michelle LaVaughn Robinson, married CHILDREN: Beau (bom 1969), Robert Hunter
where he knows many people who might or
1992
(bom 1970), Naomi Christina (bom 1971,
might not help him out. There would be some
CHILDREN: Malia (bom 1998) and Sasha (bom died 1972), Ashley Blazer (bom 1981)
sort of a weight in backpacks that would hope2001)
SCHOOLING: Bachelor of Arts from the Unifully hinder his opponent, although it was said
SCHOOLING: Two years at Occidental College, versity of Delaware, and J.D. from Syrathat Knight has years of training on Clark.
Bachelor of Arts from Columbia University, cuse University
A friendly competition is in store for our
Law degree from Harvard Law School
BACKGROUND/POLITICAL CAREER: Biden beclass and I personally cannot wait to see how it
UttGROUND/rOtmCAL CAREER: Obama is the came an attorney in 1969 and was elected
unfolds. Pick up another copy of The Rotunda
first African American to hold the office. He to the United States senate representing
next week, and hopefully Knight will agree to
worked as a civil rights attorney in Chicago the state of Delaware in 1972. He was remeet with me. The suspense is almost too much
and taught at the University of Chicago Law elected to the Senate six times and is the
to handle!
School. He represented the 13th district in
15th longest serving senator in history.
die Illinois State Senate for three terms. He
He proposed resolutions to alter United States strategy in the Iraqi War to
ran for the United States House of Representatives unsuccessfully in 2000. In
the Foreign Relations Committee. Biden chaired the judiciary committee and
2004, he gained national recognition with his keynote address at the Demowas privy to both nominations to Robert Bork and Clarence Thomas.
cratic National Convention, going on to win the Senate race in November
He unsuccessfully tried for the democratic presidential nomination in 1988
*" Tlris editorial is an opinion slated by the writer and
He served four years in the U.S. Senate before he resigned to run for presidoes not represent the views of The Rotunda or Longwood
and 2008. Obama selected Biden as his running mate in 2008. Biden is the
dent in 2008. He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2DBh
University.
first Roman Catholic to become vice president.
•UÉ
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Town of Farmville Celebrates Good Neighbor Day

Farmville Flower Shops Contribute to Community with Colorful Generosity and Dozens of Smiles
MICHELLE GOLDCHAIN

Features Editor
On Wednesday, Sept. 5, Carter's Flower Shop
and Rochette's Florist hosted Farmville's annual
Farmville Good Neighbor Day, contributing to
a day of colorful generosity for the Farmville
community and especially to the Prince Edward
Firefighters Association. With the same concept as
"pay it forward," Farmville Good Neighbor Day
allowed each customer who stepped into either
flower shop to be given a dozen roses at no cost,
though with the condition of giving 11 of those
roses to 11 different people. Many chose to give
roses to family, friends, hospitals, nursing homes
and to neighbors and strangers alike.
While there was no price tag for the roses that
are typically sold for $50 a dozen, the public in
the town of Farmville donated $4,500, all money
thereby being donated from Carter's Flower
Shop and Rochette's Florist to the Prince Edward
Firefighter's Association.
Carolyn Jones, owne* of Carter's Flower Shop,
said, "They give so much to the community we
thought that we would give back to them."
With Aramark Dining Services as well as 74 other
sponsors contributing to the cost of the flowers,
there were enough roses to give out 1,120 dozen
roses between both shops, adding u p to 13,440
flowers.
Preparing for Farmville Good Neighbor Day for
months, the Prince Edward Rescue Squad will use
the donations to give to President of the Prince
Edward Fireman's Association Ralph Crawley to
cover his medical expenses after kidney surgery.
The whole event as well as additional efforts
from the Prince Edward Rescue Squad were
unbeknownst to Crawley.
"He is just such an incredible man, and he has
had such an impact on this community. So, if s a
privilege that we can help him," said Treasurer
of the Prince Edward Rescue Squad Dr. Nancy
Haga, professor emerita of speech and chair of the
speech and theatre department in 1986.

"He just has weak kidneys," said President of
the Prince Edward Volunteer Rescue Squad Bill
Hogan. "And over the years, they've deteriorated
to the point that when they did the surgery ...
they were just going to remove one of his kidneys
because it had deteriorated so bad ... [but] once
they got in there, they found out how bad it was,
and they removed both kidneys at the same time.'"
There is still a search to find a matching kidney for
Crawley as he continues treatment at the Virginia
Transplant Center with dialysis three days a week.
Even so, Crawley continues to work, contributing
to the Farmville community no matter what.
Crawley has been a contributing leader in the
Farmville community for over 40 years. Crawley
currently works as Water Plant Manager at
Hampden-Sydney College, having worked there
for 44 years since he began when he was 18 years
old.
Crawley has also worked in the HampdenSydney Fire Department for over 40 years, having
held every elected position in the fire department,
including chief. He has worked in the Prince
Edward Rescue Squad for close to 15 years,
and is currently president of the Prince Edward
Fireman's Association, an organization that is in
charge of seven fire departments in the Prince
Edward County, including the Prince Edward
Rescue Squad.
Other aspects of Crawley's life include that he
is a life member of Mercy Seat Baptist Church and
has lived at Hampden-Sydney his whole life and
continues to live there with his family.
Hogan said, "If you met him, he would be an
unassuming person. He's a people person. He
would do anything for you. He's just the kind of
person you would like to have as your friend."
Jones said, "Members from the seven local fire
departments and rescue squad were at both shops
helping to hand out the roses."
Jones reported that Good Neighbor Day was
founded in 1994 in Jackson, Miss, by Brook Jacobs,
a member of Florists' Transworld Delivery (FTD),
a floral wire service, retailer and wholesaler based

Flowers were given out by the dozen to people who generously agreed to hand out 11 of them to others.
While donations are never asked for at
in Downers Grove, 111.
Carter's Flower Shop has participated in Good Farmville Good Neighbor Day, Jones commented
Neighbor Day for over 18 years and decided six that customers are always too shocked by the
years after starting to contact local businesses generosity to turn down a contribution to the
to see if the Farmville community would be business.
"That wasn't what it was about. It wasn't about
interested in sponsoring the event to allow more
financial assistance to cover for the price of the raising money," said Jones, but rather than turn
down the money, she decided to instead donate
flowers and to give out more roses as well.
According to Jones, with thousands of FTD it to a charity or an organization every year of the
florists Contributing to Good Neighbor Day, the event. Donations from past years have gone to the
event began as "a way to increase joy and promote hurricane relief fund, Farmville Area Community
kindness ... [and] has grown into a community Emergency Services (otherwise known as
F.A.C.E.S.) and Meals on Wheels.
event."
Carolyn Jones gave thanks to Bill Hogan and
Always scheduled on the first Wednesday after
Labor Day, Farmville Good Neighbor Day has Nancy Haga for their assistance in finding
contributed to over 15,000 individuals with over sponsors to buy the roses and for all of their hard
2,000 people who came between the two flower work.
shops, reported Jones.

LU Dining Services Goes High Tech to Better Communicate with Students
MICHELLE GOLDCHAIN

Features Editor
Longwood Dining Services has recently enhanced and improved
in many innovative ways to better suit the needs of the student
body. Pursuing further electronic means of communication to
better suit the current generation, Longwood Dining Services has
remained active through its accounts on Facebook and Twitter, with
over 400 likes and followers, respectively, but is working to do more
and in different ways. •
Director of Longwood Dining Services Grant Avent said, "Our
goal is always to provide the best service possible, and this just allows us to expand those services and to communicate the way that
the students are used to communicating."
During the previous spring semester, Longwood Dining Services
organized online focus groups and has already made changes to be
able to improve accessibility and convenience for the student body.
One aspect that students are already familiar with is how on the
new CampusDish website students are able to sign u p for meal
plans and find general information on Longwood Dining Services,
such as the different dining service locations, hours and more. One
new, notable aspect with the website is students can now sign u p for
Spirit Nights with a calendar showing what nights are available and
at which location.
Assistant Director of Longwood Dining Services Brenda Ferguson
notes that QR codes are now going to be utilized by being printed on
the promotional materials by Longwood Dining Services. By scanning the QR code, students are able to find out what their balance is
by taking them to the Lancer CA$H page.
"They can just walk up to one of our signs, scan that and then
they're in," said Avent.
Hookup Feed is a relatively new texting feature that is being utilized as well. By texting the word, "LANCERS," to 65374, students
are able to get dining specials to the various dining locations on
campus.
Ferguson said, "Last semester, we did things like free queso one
day at Moe's and then during exam week it was free coffee."

For those students who are big into their smart phones, Longwood to us, our doors are open. We want to talk to students. Technology is
wonderful, but sometimes just meeting with somebody and saying,
Dining Services has also released the CampusDish app, a free mo'Lef s just talk this through.'"
bile application that allows students to be able to see the breakfast,
For more information on new features and capabilities from Longlunch and dinner dining menu of each day as well as the nutritional
wood Dining Services, go online to their Facebook, Twitter, website
information of the food served.
or even simply send a message to the director or assistant director
"Lef s say you're walking down Brock Commons, and people are
through the CampusDish app.
like, 'I wonder what there is to eat in D-Hall today?' You can look it
When it comes to Longwood Dining Services, however you comup. You can see it," said Ferguson.
municate
best, you will be heard.
Ferguson added, "It has one other feature and that is if you are
someone who only likes to eat foods that might have 0 to 500 calo
ries, you can put those parameters
in, [and] it will tell you what foods
are available and what location
they're at."
The CampusDish app also allows
students to be able to send feed2012
PRINCEPS
back to Longwood Dining Services
easily. "We're trying to give them
many ways to give information, not
just one way," said Ferguson.
Students should expect a new
feature to the CampusDish website
by the end of September called the
Princeps would like to recognize these individuals and organizations for their hard
Wellness Walk video. In the prework and dedication. They show the true meaning of leadership within their daily
vious semester, students, health
lives. To lead is to serve.
educators, a regional nutritionist
and Avent went through the dining
Corey Davis
hall and stopped at each dining station to discuss the healthy options
Heather Monger
available and how to make healthy
choices, reported Ferguson.
J o h n Blalock
"We continue to look for ways to
communicate with students in the
Movers and Shakers
way that they communicate," said
Dr. Ring
Ferguson, adding, "A message that
we want to get to the students is
Stacey Wilkerson
that we're here. If they want to talk
RCL

We Remain Princeps

Kathy E. K. Charleston Participates in The Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi's 2012 Biennial Convention
BATON ROUGE, La. — Kathy E. K. Charleston, assistant dean for graduate studies at Longwood
University, represented the university's chapter of The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi-the nation's oldast
and most selective collegiate honor society for all academic disdplines-at its 2012 biennial convention in
St Louis, Mo., Aug. 10-11.
_ .v
Charleston serves as president for the Longwood chapter and attended the convention as the chapter's
voting delegate. The convention was attended by more than 300 guests including 177 chapter delegates.
The two-day event featured a keynote address from' retired NASA astronaut Wendy Lawrence, as wall
as presentations by award winners from Phi Kappa Phi's grant programs, professional development
workshops, regional meetings, ideas for strengthening chapters and elections for the new board of
directors. Founded in 1897 at the University of Maine, Phi Kappa Phi is the nation's oldest and most
selective collegiate honor society for all academic disciplines. The Society has chapters on more than 300
select colleges and universities in North America and the Philippines.
«mo Camay « Mfcy htm
For more information on Phi KM
Longwood Dining Services has been working hard to effectively share information with the student body.

t call 800/404-9880 or visit www.PhiKappaPhi.oig.
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Bigger and Better: What to Expect for Family Weekend
MICHELLE GOLDCHAIN

Features Editor
Attention all! Family Weekend is coming up and
here's what you should get excited for. Occurring
from Sept. 21 to 23, Family Weekend will excite the
Longwood campus and students with a long-lasting tradition that is now bigger and better than ever
before.
Director of Student Union & Activities Susan Sullivan said, "If s really just an opportunity for students' parents of all years - not just the first year
students - but all years for the parents to come to
Longwood to see the environment in which the students are living and going to class."
One notable aspect of this year's Family Weekend
is that this is the first year Longwood students will
perform and entertain.
Performances to be expected from campus organizations will include the Longwood Company of
Belly Dance, Longwood Blue Heat Dance Team and
more.
"We're going to highlight our students because we
have very talented students. So, we want to highlight some of those student oiganizations," said
Sullivan.
Sullivan noted that there should be an expected
three to five student organizations performing during the picnic time on Saturday.
On Saturday afternoon from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m., at

the Robert Russa Moton Museum, there will be a
workshop offered on the book, "The Immortal Life
of Henrietta Lacks" by Rebecca Skloot, the book assigned for incoming Longwood freshmen for the
First Year Reading Experience.
On Saturday, lawn games will include volleyball,
cornhole and ladder golf. A new feature of this
year's Family Weekend will be an Utimate Gaming
Trailer, a trailer that includes different video game
consoles available, including the PlayStation, Nintendo M i and the Xbox, available for interactive
playing with other students, friends and family.
Photo opportunities will be available to students
and their families and guardians with take away
items available, such as keychains, magnets and
more.
Sullivan described the entire weekend as an opportunity for students, parents and guardians to be
able to have the freedom to get acquainted with the
school, with the students and many of the opportunities available, therein.
"They really can pick and choose what they want,"
said Sullivan.
Describing Family Weekend as a collaboration,
Sullivan noted that the Parent's Council is very active in the Family Weekend event, sponsoring the
events on Friday evening, while assisting on checkin on Friday night and Saturday morning.
Additionally, the Student Parent's Association
is traditionally very active in the Family Weekend

event; sponsoring the events on Saturday evenings.
Longwood faculty and staff also participate in the
event as well as the workshops.
According to Sullivan, Aramark Dining Services
works very closely with Lankford Student Union as
well, while Lancer Productions provides much of
the Friday night entertainment.
The event is free to all Longwood students. For
families and guardians, if registered by Sept. 14, the
registration fee per person is $25, while the registration fee per person after Sept. 14 is $35. There are no
refunds after Sept. 14.
Registration may be made on Friday, Sept. 21 from
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and on Saturday, Sept. 22 from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. in Lankford Student Union.
For more information on this year's upcoming
Family Weekend, contact Student Union Administrative Assistant Angie Covert at covertalOlongwood.wedu or go online to the Longwood website
to the Student Engagement department. Available
to parents and guardians is online registration and
a tentative schedule for Family Weekend.
"We hope that students will encourage their parents to come," said Sullivan, later adding, "We hope
that the students are happy where they're at and
they want to kind of celebrate and show their parents and in turn invite them to come to campus for
the day and see what if s like."

Tentative Schedule
Family Waakand September 21-23,2012
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Lancer Productions Premieres a Brand New Look
BECCA LUNDBERG

i

News Editor
Along with the new academic year
has come a brand new image for cam*
pus programming board Lancer Productions (LP). In addition to a new
Facebook page and website, the organization has a new adviser and president.
On July 10, Bryan Bristol took over
the positions of assistant director of
student activities and LP adviser after
Billy Boulden left his role and started
a position at Florida State University.
Bristol immediately knew LP could
benefit from a revamp.
A major step Bristol took was creating a new LP Facebook page, further
utilizing the organization's Twitter
page and founding a new website. "I
know as a college student, myself, not
too long ago, social networking has
become the way we communicate as
students and as young people," he
said.
Bristol recently introduced an Instagram photo contest to LPs Facebook arid Twitter pages. Participants
can submit Instagram photos from
several upcoming LP events, including Family Weekend, Casino Night
Ghost Stories with Dr. Jordan and
Snowball to the social media pages.
The winners receive, as Bristol calls it,
"swag."
Bristol also encouraged students to
use the social media pages to let LP
know what events they enjoyed or
any ideas they have for an event
Bristol said social media will replace
posting fliers around campus and
instead the organization will begin
handing out fliers to students. He said
event previews will be more exciting
for students. For example, the organization may do a singing presentation
on Brock Commons to inform stu-

fMatpMaNMpl
Flyers advetising upcoming events hosted by Lancer Productions can be found hanging up In prime locations around campus.
dents about a karaoke night.
LP is also reorganizing its five committees: comedy and novelty, concerts, cultural, marketing and traditions. While there are 14 executive
board members, Bristol said they
would like to have more general
members participate in committees.
Committee membership is open to
anyone.
As for students who are attached to
LP signature events like Spring Weekend and Snowball, Bristol said there
is no need to be concerned. "We're
not changing the best parts of Lancer
Productions," he said. He said these
events are not going anywhere, but
will have a reboot.
Junior George Werbacher, LP president said Bristol's approach to advising LP is very open. He said Bristol
sits down with executive board members for one-on-one meetings to get
feedback on die direction they think
the organization is in. He said he also

shares the budget with committee
members to help them be aware of
how much each committee can use in
their activities.
Werbacher was elected president
this summer after the formerly elected
president stepped down for personal
reasons. He discussed the various
changes with Bristol and other executive board members and believes they
will help bring a new image to the LP
name.
"My whole idea or goal for Lancer
Productions is to get more organized
and change the face of how it's looked
on campus," he said. His vision is to
remove any negative connotations of
LP and have students look forward to
the events.
One event Werbacher would like to
revamp is Spring Weekend. He said
some students were dissatisfied with
last spring's bands, and he would
like to bring acts that more students
would appreciate.

Another event Werbacher plans to
help change is the annual Snowball,
which will be held on Nov. 30. A possible theme, brainstormed by general
members, will be "Holidays Around
the World," in which food from
around the world would be featured
in an eating contest.
Overall, Werbacher would love to
increase general member attendance
and involvement. He said more general members than ever before have
attended meetings recently, and he
hopes to see that number grow bigger. He said one tactic he has used is
to ask general members about their
ideas for events and promotions and
encourage them to Join committees.
Werbacher hopes the new social media and more interactive atmosphere
will bring die organization to new
heights. He said, "I think it's a step in
a different direction."

There Goes
My Hero
GABRIELLE PEDRO

Editor-in-Chief
I ' m normally not the
sentimental type (or at least
I don't think I am), but given
recent events in my life and
reliving my memories from
Sept. 11, 2001, I've really been
reflecting on things that I
probably should have given
more thought to from the
beginning.
The memories of 9/11 itself
FEATURES
are still strong and still solemn.
COLUMN
There's not a person I know
that doesn't remember where
they were or what they were doing on that tragic
day. Many of you were probably in school, in your
classrooms, when someone came in an announced
the news.
I was living in Japan at the time, asleep in my
bed. My mom had come in and woken me up,
pushing me in front of the TV. I wasn't sure what
was going on until I heard the words "terrorist"
and "attack" on the news. I didn't go to school
that day, and for the rest of the week, the naval
base we were living on was shut down completely.
No one but mandatory personnel was allowed to
leave their homes. The streets were quiet and my
dad always came home late from work. For my
birthday, which was two days after the attacks,
my dad had scrounged up some candy from the
dishes on co-workers' desks as a substitute for a
birthday cake. I didn't mind. I knew he did what
he could, given the current situation.
Reflecting on that horrible period fills me with
a tangent of emotions and feelings that I couldn't
possibly fit in my word count, but first and
foremost, the subsequent feelings I get are ones of
immense pride for those brave men and women
in uniform who serve us each and every day and I'm not just talking about those in the armed
forces, but firefighters, police officers and the like
as well.
And of course, there's no one I feel pride for
more than- my father, Senior Chief Petty Officer
Manolo Pedro, who, after serving over 25 years
with the United States Navy, will be retiring
next May. My dad was born and raised in the
Philippines, a country, though rich in culture and
beauty, faces a huge problem with poverty with at
least 26 percent of its population living below the
poverty line.
After joining the Navy, my dad was transferred
to places like Hawaii and California where I was
subsequently born. In 1993, we moved to Japan,
an amazing and wonderful country where my
earliest memories take place. A month after the
Sept. 11 attacks, we were on a plane to Virginia
where my dad had yet again been transferred and
where my family has been ever since.
I can't even begin to imagine what my life would
have been like if he hadn't been in the Navy. We
would probably still be in the Philippines, and
I doubt that I would have been given half the
opportunities I was offered here in the states, and
I would have never met the amazing people I
have grown to know and love today, including my
boyfriend and sisters. Literally and figuratively,
this man has given me my entire life.
An incredibly selfish part of me doesn't want
my dad to retire. Half of it is because I would like
to see him make that final promotion to Master
Chief, the highest rank an enlisted member of the
Navy can reach; but the other half is a little sad to
see me lose my military ID card and subsequently
my military discount.
But I digress.
Either way, I am so incredibly grateful for the
journey he's taken me on. He's given me so much.
He gave me his G.I. Bill, which allowed me to go
to college free of debt, and he's paid for so many
of my stupid and selfish material possessions,
including all my Apple products, which, though
unnecessary, I selfishly coveted and received
without too much protest from him.
But what I am most grateful for are the wonderful
experiences he gave me while we lived in Japan,
the pride he has worked very hard to instill in me
regarding my Filipino heritage and his relentless
support in everything that I have ever wanted for
myself.
I will be happy to see him retire. He's worked so
hard and is so proud of what he's accomplished,
for his commands, his country and for himself;
he absolutely deserves i t After I graduate, get a
job and settle down with my life, my parents are
going to back to the Philippines - they've already
got property there and are already working on
blueprints for their new house. My dad is so ready
to go home.
In the meantime, I offer an incredibly heartfelt
thank you to all who serve our country, Navy,
Army, Air Force and others alike, members past
and present. My thoughts and prayers go out to
those who are still serving abroad, and I wish
them a safe and speedy return home.
'Murica.
*** This editorial is an opinion stated by the writer and
does not represent the vieios of The Rotunda or Longtoood
University.

A Profile of Tim Pierson: Our Vice President of Student Affairs
SEMEIN WASHINGTON

Asst. Opinions Editor
As Vice President of Student Affairs, Dr. Tim
Pierson, along with the Office of Student Affairs,
deals with aspects of Student Life & Services and
Student Wellness as diverse as Dining Services,
Fraternity & Sorority Life and Campus Recreation.
He is one of the people most responsible for official
interface with students, and I'm sure every student
receives his frequent emails on the state of the
university.
However, as is often the case with faculty and staff,
only some of the student body is closely acquainted
with Pierson. A brief brush with Pierson will grant
you the following insights: he is identified by his
various modes of business formal, his clean-shaven
face, a well-maintained and non-obtrusive haircut
and the benevolent remnants of a Michigan accent.
However, there is more to Pierson than just that.
If you loiter in his presence for just a while longer,
you'll notice more. On closer inspection, you'll find
a quickly operating thoughtfulness, slight humor
and the skill of smiling sincerely with both his eyes
and mouth.
At the same time, we have to realize that Pierson
had a long journey to become the man we are
familiar with today. Once, he was an athletic
teenager, one of nine" children, playing football,
baseball and basketball in a small Muskegon
County village called Ravenna.
Eventually, he matriculated to Central Michigan
and earned a Bachelor of Science there in Business
Administration. He stayed on a while longer and
earned a Master of Arts in Guidance and Counselor

Education from the same school. Work followed
at Michigan State along with a PhD in Higher
Education and Administration. He worked there
for seven years and then at Lyman Briggs College,
a residential college under Michigan State, as
Director of Student Affairs. There, he was closely
associated with Greek life and other aspects of
student campus life.
Pierson then spent the next 10 years in the verdant
valley environment of Willamette University in
Salem, Ore., where he was the Dean of Resident
Life.
In 1992, former Vice President of Student
Affairs at Longwood Phyllis Mable sequestered
Tim Pierson. Mable, a nationally known scholar
in the field of student affairs, had a reputation that
was a big lure for Pierson. Otherwise, it was the
small college atmosphere of Longwood University
that Pierson claimed was hard beat. When Mable
retired, Pierson settled into his current position.
Among his current duties, Pierson advises Student
Government Association (SGA), teaches LSEM 100
Longwood Seminar and conducts a session for the
Joan of Arc Leadership Program.
Though he is not constantly involved handson with the day-to-day operations at Longwood,
Pierson says he keeps a close eye on campus. He
has to ask the question, "How are we really serving
the students here?" so that they can both succeed
and be held accountable for their actions.
Outside of Longwood University's life, Pierson and
his family have grown and spread out. One son is a
married teacher in Anchorage, Alaska, and another
is IT staff at Liberty University. The youngest child,
a daughter, is currently studying clinical medicine

at Virginia Commonwealth University.
According to his Longwood University
webpage in the Office of Student Affairs portal,
Pierson is a certified instructor of OCTAA and
Sexual Harassment Prevention and is involved
with numerous organizations, such as the
American College Personnel Association, National
Association of Student Personnel Administrators
and Association of Fraternity Advisors, among
others
In response to a question on the sheer breadth of
his involvement, Pierson said, "To stay connected
with an organization of professionals in a similar
line of work is a part of professional training."
Big on Pierson's agenda is the use of knowledge
learned in OCTAA and Sexual Harassment
Prevention. When asked about topics under the
organization's purview, he said, "Any abuse of
drugs or alcohol is going to lead an individual
down the wrong path."
He also expressed that intoxication doesn't excuse
bad action or abuse. Pierson believes that students'
learning experiences during college should include
lessons on the ownership of their actions.
Photo Courtesy: longwood.edu
Pierson then turned to the plans for Longwood Tim Pierson is the man behind all those emails you receive,
University's future, namely the demolition of the seen at SGA meetings and has weekly meetings
Cunninghams and construction of the number with Donald Knight/President of SGA.
one priority of the coming years: a larger, newer
So, if you see Pierson around campus, don't
University Center.
wait for an email. Say hello, ask if he's busy and
Finally, answering how the average student could engage in a conversation with the man who puts
get to know him better, Pierson said, "I'm pretty the university and student body on equal footing.
available on campus, attending events and working
out in the Fitness Center."
He also welcomed students to "bring Pierson in,"
quiz him if they're in an organization. He is also

A Taste of Vitamin D: It All Appears Greek to Me
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*The following statements 1 make within this article are my own opinions. I joined a Greek organization because I believe in service to the
| The statements made in this article are not the views of The Rotunda or community and to my fellow men and women around the world. I
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Longwood University*
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No matter what letters you bear on your chest, you're a brother / sister
on that day changed my life forever. Looking back on this day just
under the giant Panhellenic umbrella. We are proud to be affiliated
brings me immense pride and joy.
This day was when I became a full brother of Phi Mu Delta National with the organization we vowed to. We're proud to be Greek, and we
Fraternity. Being a brother of this national organization has given me will be bound together for the rest of our lives. We stay together no
the best time of my life. Looking back at my time before becoming a matter what. We shall always represent our respective organizations
Greek man, I yearned to find a group of people with the same values as well as the Greek community of Longwood and the nation.
You may be asking yourself, "Why has Dani been going on a Greek
and principles I believe in. I joined multiple organizations to find
f i y niche, and along the way I found some great groups. Howeviaif tangent lately?" I can tefl-^Su wife This week is 1FC (IpterfraternMy
Council) Recruitment-Week where men with at least 12 credits
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gentlemen within that organization.
Don't join because someone is forcing you; join because you wan
to. Please don't let the images that have been imprinted in you
mind by the media and rumors steer you away from a great grou
of individuals. If you feel like you're interested in an organizatkjg
because of their principles and the people in i t go forth and prosperj
' To my fellow social Greek men and women, let us strive for suco
like we always have. Lcf s make sure that we make a good impresai
on those who are considering going Greek. We acknowledge
being social is not our purpose, but it is a benefit we possess. We li
for our values, and we live to serve the community we live i n B
around the globe.
To those of you who are considering Greek life, we welcome,
The Greek community strives for success, and if you believe
is. not for one specific type of person. Greek life is for anyone
everyone who strives to be a great leader and desires a brother'
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Mortar Board's Stuff the Bus Project Encourages Growth and LU Service
MICHELLE GOLDCHAIN

Features Editor
With new developments arising every few days on what to expect for this year's Rock the Block, Mortar
Board is making great moves to contribute to the Longwood student body, Farmville community and the
Prince Edward Public School System on Friday, Sept. 14.
Mortar Board's annual "Stuff the Bus" project involves collecting books and stuffing them in a bus to
then donate to the Prince Edward Public School System, but while this project is not new to Longwood
students, it should turn out to be quite a surprise this year.
Mortar Board Vice President of Service Joshua McCollum said, "Usually, we do this every year, but this
year we're trying to make it a lot bigger, and we're encouraging more participation."
He added, "This year, we really want to beef it up and make a large contribution to the school system ...
We want to lead by example, and by doing this program, we're hoping to just encourage people."
One very visual way Mortar Board has made students aware of the project is by placing four boxes around
campus with the words, "Reading is Leading," written on each. One box is located at Hull Education
Center, outside Dorrill Dining Hall, in the Student Diversity & Inclusion Center and in Lankford Student
Union by the Post Office.
While the number one challenge is getting the campus body to participate. Mortar Board's incentive is
sure to get any organization motivated.
"We're trying to encourage participation by making it somewhat of a competition," said McCollum.
"Whichever student organization donates the most books will be recognized on Oktoberfest."
With no set, specific goal on how many books Mortar Board hopes to collect, McCollum said, "We are
just hoping to collect as many as possible."
Commenting on how media, social networking and technology have affected reading to being more in
the background of society, McCollum stated, "I think [if] we can just encourage and remind children to
read more, we can encourage a lot of growth."
"We don't just want them to see Mortar Board as an organization that just does Oktoberfest. We also
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The Life of a College Girl

will receive a random phone call from me. You
can't judge me or my unyielding ways because I
Columnist
happen to know that most girls do these same exact things. We don't want to seem like the clingy,
Technology.
The invention of the telephone and other elec- stereotypical girls. I have heard too many guys
tronics were supposed to bring us together, right? describe girls with the "C" word. Get your mind
Why do I feel as if the phone in today's society is out of the gutter—"C* for "crazy."
Recently, there has been a new and surprisingtearing us apart?
Everyone feels the effects of the texting game. ly exciting romantic endeavor In my life. I look
Thanks to the iPhone, we are all constantly deal- at my phone every five minutes to see if he has
ing with this back and forth, play-hard-to-get texted me. Every time my phone buzzes in class,
nonsense every day. Not to mention, phone calls I ignore the babbling of my professor and look to
see if he has finally decided to say something.
are almost as rare as finding prince charming.
Oh my gosh! He texted me!?
I have a habit of being stubborn. I won't text
I read ecstatically, "Hey. What's up?"
youfirstI will wait a certain amount of time beOf
course, I began analyzing the text. He put a
fore texting you back and don't ever think you
MISSTERY

Mortar Board "stuffed a bus" with books and then donated them to the Prince Edward Public School System,
want to help our community, but not just the Longwood community, the Farmville community (as well],"
said McCollum.
To keep up to date with Mortar Board's future events and more, go online to their Facebook page, their
Twitter page at @lumortarboard or learn more about the Geist Chapter of Mortar Board at Longwood
University on their website.

period after "Hey." What does that mean? Should
I answer with something witty, or should I actually just say what I'm doing? How do I keep the
conversation going? Is he asking me on a date?!
Like I said, " C for "crazy."
We all dabble in the texting game and like to
play hard to get so I don't answer for a little
while. Then, I abruptly run into liim on campus,
but we both try not to make eye contact with each
other. Am I the only one who thinks that this, in
fact, is what defines crazy?
We lose and gain with technology. Relationships start to lose their special quality of actually
having to deal with face-to-face interactions. We
close ourselves off to our partners and hide behind the phone. How dare we share our feelings

to the person we like when we have Twitter and
Facebook statuses!?
Instead, technology should help us gain confidence in our relationships. Yes, it is important
to connect with someone willingly and openly in
person and not be afraid to be ourselves. Technology is just there to back us up like our wingwoman or sidekick. If s the glue that sticks the
relationship together and keeps it going.
If someone is going to ignore you in the middle of campus and text you five minutes later to
say they saw you, give them my sassy response:
"Well; you should have come said hey." Make
sure you put that period at the end. Be brave, and
maybe you can make the first move.
"Act like a lady. Think like a boss."

Arts&Entertainment
MTV's Video Music Awards Full of Performances and Crude Jokes
JONEL ANDREW

Contributer
There's one event that
has always marked the
beginning of my fall
season and that is the MTV
Music Video Awards. Ifs
that moment when all
your favorite artists and
performers come together
to celebrate each others'
music, and this year the
2012 VMAs brought it all
to the beautiful Staple's
Center in Los Angeles, Calif.
Hosted by the comedian
Kevin Hart and including
over 11 performances, the
VMAs were not something
you wanted to miss out on.
Rihanna opened up
the show with her new
song called "Cockiness,"
accurately portraying her
personality as well. The
song quickly transformed
into the familiar "We
Found Love," pumping
up the crowd before Kevin
Hart made his way to the
stage surrounded by his
body guard comprised of
little people. Kevin Hart
lacked much of his normal
humor, but still managed
to bring out a few laughs
while calling out each and
every current Hollywood
scandal. Hart made light
of the Drake and Chris
Brown fight, Frank Ocean's
coming out story, Snooki's
new baby boy and Kristen
Stewart's alleged affair with
her director.

Pink's performance began
with an old favorite "Get
This Party Started," before
switching to her first live
performance of her new
song "Blow Me." Pink's
performance had to be a
highlight of the night with
her being lifted up into the
air on suspension ropes
then filling the entire arena
with red and white confetti
as giant red lips danced
around the audience with
her.
The next performance
brought everyone into a
silent, awed shock. Frank
Ocean sang his song
"Thinking About You."
The setting created a very
sentimental and soft mood
with a bonfire behind him
as he sat in a chair and put
all the emotion behind his
voice, creating an overall
beautifully heart-wrenching
performance. Despite the
incredible
performance,
Ocean left the VMAs
without a single award.
Next, the winner for
"Best Hip Hop Video"
was announced as Drake,
with his song "HYFR." He
accepted his award with his
Young Money Cash Money
Billionaires (YMCMB) crew,
Nicki Mina) and Lil Wayne
by his side. Not only did
Drake give his thanks, but
he also told the childhood
story behind this song he
wrote saying, "I want to
dedicate this award to,
like, any kid thafs ever

had a long walk home by
yourself."
One Direction broke the
hearts of all American girls
as they took the stage with
their song "One Thing." The
British boy band took home
three moon men that night,
winning every category
they were nominated for.
The categories being "Most
Share-worthy Video," "Best
Pop Video" and "Best New
Artist."
Nicki Minaj was called
up for her acceptance of the
"Best Female Video" award.
She not so gracefully gave
her thank you speech with
a few short words and an
awkward yelling of "MTV
awards!" Minaj's award
was followed by 2 Chainz
and Lil Wayne performing
"Yuck / No Worries" which
probably contained more
lyrics cut out from the show
than were actually able to be
nwv wvdrtesy glamour.com
played live.
Green Day sang their Taylor Swift shocks many by crowdsurfing during her performance.
"We
Found
new song "Let Yourself all when Gabby Douglas Rihanna's
Go," performing on the appeared and began to Love," "Best Male Video"
VMA stage more times perform in a way only a going to Chris Brown's
than any other artist with gymnast can: by doing "Turn Up the Music,"
the exception of Madonna. handsprings all over the "Best Rode Video" going
The 'Twilight" saga cast stage. Taylor Swift closed to Coldplay's "Paradise"
presented a preview of their the show with her new song and "Best Video With a
newest movie "Breaking "We Are Never Ever Getting Message" going to Demi
Dawn: Part 2," with a Back Together," shaking Lovato's "Skyscraper," who
noticeably absent Kristen her hips and wearing the also performed her song
signature red lipstick on her "Give Your Heart a Break"
Stewart.
Alicia Keys was welcomed lips, bringing a stunning during the pre show. It was
certainly a fantastic night
to the stage by the fabulous end to the night.
The few unmentioned for each winner/performer
Fierce Five. Her song "Girl
on Fire" featured Nicki awards include "Video as well as every audience
Minaj and surprised us of the Year" going to member.

Bryan, Aldean Concert Fans 'Don't Want This Night to End'
JESSICA GODART

Asst. A&E Editor
Cowboys and cowgirls came out to Northern
Virginia radio station WMZQ's Fall Fest in
Bristow, Va. on Saturday, Sept. 8 after Luke Bryan
and Jason Aldean got the crowd roaring and
stomping their boots at Jiffy Lube Live, known
previously as the Nissan Pavilion. The concert
was just one of many of the stops for Bryan and
Aldean on their My Kinda Tour, which began in
Jacksonville, Fla. and ends in Dallas, Texas.
While side-stage singers entertained the crowd
prior to the main performances, concert goers
were able to walk around and enjoy sponsored
tents, including Chevrolet, Vehicles for Change,
Moe's and numerous beer stands for those old
enough. Between performances by Dustin Lynch,
Jon Pardi, Kelleigh Bannen and Greg Bates on the
side stages, autograph tables were set up for the
four up and comers to meet and greet their fans.
Lynch is already well-known for his hit
"Cowboys and Angels," which has been climbing
the country charts for the past several weeks.
Bates' "Did it for the Girl" has also been working
its way up in the country world.
Announcing the performers for the main stage
were WMZQ's own radio hosts Boxer, Michael J.
and Jenni Chase. The trio broadcasted live from

the concert throughout the night, including an been to," said Longwood sophomore Brittney
"after party" post-performances in which they Baker. "Luke Bryan and Jason Aldean are two of
played country favorites non-stop on the station. my favorite country singers, and they definitely
The side stages played from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m., put on great performances."
After a small break between artists, Jason Aldean
when everyone was seated as Rachel Farley took
stepped
out with his cowboy hat and rocked the
the stage as the main opener prior to Luke Bryan.
pavilion
with his opener, "Johnny Cash." Aldean
She performed several songs from her upcoming
eased
his
way through his performance with his
CD and single including "Damn I Do" and
slow
songs
"Texas Was You," "Amarillo Sky"
"Ain't Easy." Farley has been opening for Bryan
and
"The
Truth."
and Aldean throughout the entire tour.
Kelly Clarkson was brought on the big screens
Luke Bryan and his beloved baseball cap
to
perform the romantic "Don't You Wanna Stay"
took the stage and immediately got the crowd
with
him, since she was unable to be there in
standing on their feet as he began "Rain is a
person.
He then performed his number one hit,
Good Thing," one of Bryan's most popular
"Fly
Over
States" before he announced he "was
songs since his career took off. Before playing
his beautiful love song, "Do I," Bryan took to the gonna kick it up a notch."
After that, the pavilion echoed with crowd
piano and sang the first notes of Justin Bieber's
"Boyfriend," which got the crowd cheering and favorites such as "Tattoos on This Town,"
"Big Green Tractor," "Dirt Road Anthem" and
laughing at the same time.
Next, he sang "Someone Else Calling You "My Kinda Party." When Aldean finished his
Baby," another crowd favorite. During the rest of performance, the audience cheered loud enough
his time on stage, Bryan kept his fans on their feet to bring him back out for several more songs
throughout the entire pavilion, playing his ever- during his encore.
Overall, it was a great night filled with nonloved chart toppers including "I Don't Want This
Night to End" and "Drunk on You," finishing his stop applause and shouts of enjoyment from the
performance with every country girl's favorite, audience. The performers filled Jiffy Lube Live
with, as WMZQ announced it, "today's best
"Country Girl (Shake it For Me)."
"I went [to the concert] with a bunch of my country."
friends, and it was one of the best concerts I've

Vampires, Huntsmen and Babies - Oh My!
JESSICA GODART

Asst. A&E Editor
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An enchanted fairytale takes a dark
twist in this summer blockbuster. For the first time, the story focuses on
the relationship between the evil Queen and Snow rather than a romance.
This twisted tale follows Snow White through her adventures with the
Huntsman and friends she finds along the way while she tries to seize her
kingdom back from the evil Queen. (Kristen Stewart, Chris Hemsworth)
"SNOW WHITE AND THE HUNTSMAN":

"WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU'RE EXPECTING": This comedy takes a wellknown book for expecting parents and breaks it down to every type of
relationship that could have a baby. From traditional to adoption to the
unexpected to the unmarried, this movie follows several couples through
the difficulties of the miracle of life. (Cameron Diaz, Matthew Morrison,
Elizabeth Banks)

ÜF

"CASTLE - SEASON 4 " : As the season builds up to possibly the best moment
in the series, Rick Castle and Kate Beckett encounter criminals and
masterminds they've never seen before. From tigers to fairytale killers, the
duo deal with their fair share of crazy in New York City. The big question
as the season wraps up though: where do Castle and Beckett stand? (Stana
Katie, Nathan Fillion)
Photo Courtesy Go«
Google Images

Filled with just as much quirky
and comical jargon as ever, the fifth season takes unusual turns as far as
relationships. While Penny and Leonard's love lives are as complicated as
ever, their feelings share the same complexity. But are those wedding bells
that could be chiming for one of the guys? (Kaley Cuoco, Simon Helberg,
Kunal Nayyar, Johnny Galecki, Jim Parsons)
"THE BIG BANG THEORY - SEASON 5 " :

Relationships are tested as the season
holds more betrayal and romance than the two previous seasons. As the
"VAMPIRE DIARIES - SEASON 3 " :

Chris Hemsworth captivates the audience as a huntsman with a dark past.
season picks up after Stefan has succumbed to Klaus' reign, a heartbroken
Elena and protective Damon struggle with what to do next. While some
families are brought back together, others are ripped apart almost entirely,
and the ever-entangled love triangle between Stefan, Damon and Elena
simply grows. (Nina Dobrev, Ian Somerhalder, Paul Wesley)

Summer Blues?
Get Excited For
Fall
KATIE REILLY

A&E Editor
Fall is right around the corner.
Well, hopefully anyway. This
summer weather and constant heat
stroke is wearing most people thin.
School is back in session, and no one
wants to be wearing jeans to keep
warm inside buildings and wind
up melting in the sun. Summertime
is for going to the beach with
family and friends, getting tan and
A&E
swimming in the ocean. It's a time
COLUMN
for endless summer jobs that are
painful and pay minimum wage. It's
a time for barbeques and watermelon
and poolside pina coladas.
So, when the cool weather finally arrives, here are
some great ideas to welcome the new season. Lots of
farms like to celebrate the season by opening their
land to picking crops like apples and pumpkins. Apple
picking is a classic fall time activity that lots of farms
and orchards in the area offer to the public for a small
fee. It's a great way to include large groups of people
and acquire enough apples for life.
Pumpkin patches on most farms allow people to
come and pick their own pumpkins. And, of course,
pumpkin carving is a must for traditional fall pastimes.
At the end of the season, some community farms do
pumpkin smashing activities, including catapulting
them into the air or dropping them from high heights.
For everyone with inner anger, this is a great way to
relieve that frustration.
Another great fall time activity is going to haunted
houses. October is prime time for those to be sprouting
up in different areas and most of them are fairly
inexpensive. Theme parks also host haunted houses
and haunted rides. Busch Gardens is one of the better
parks that puts on a great Halloween setup. Each
different part of the park hosts a certain theme, last
year's included werewolves, witches, clowns, bloody
chainsaw men and other things that go bump in
the night. The park is decorated like that of an eerie
haunted world, complete with spiders and ghosts
hanging from trees, creepy noises that come from dark
corners and dark purple lighting that casts creepy
shadows all around.
Another park that does a great haunted world is
Kings Dominion. Theirs is a bit more mature than
Busch Gardens', with figures that walk in the crowds
and grab you and loud noises that cause you to jump.
Both parks offer a great time and fun rides on top of the
Halloween haunts and scares that keep you on your
feet.
"Corn mazes truly are confusing,

and

with a big group of friends it's fun
to get lost for a few hours, run into
the same strangers
again and eventually

over and over
end up free and
victorious."

Hayrides are a fun and easy way to have fun and travel
through dark woods telling ghost stories. Lots of small
farms and fall activity places offer hayrides with hot
chocolate, bonfires, marshmallow roastings and fall
foods to enjoy with friends. They are always the perfect
ending to a fall day and not half as scary as haunted
houses or haunted theme parks.
Every year I go out to a simple farmhouse in the
middle of nowhere with a bunch of my friends to do
a corn maze. Many people think of corn mazes as
children's play and nothing too special, but I would
have to disagree. Corn mazes truly are confusing, and,
with a big group of friends, it's fun to get lost for a few
hours, run into the same strangers over and over again
and eventually end up free and victorious. I would
highly recommend it for any fall night if you want to
get lost for a few hours.
All these activities are special for the fall, but these
aren't even the things that are most associated with
it. As far as fall goes, one has to think about the
changing of the leaves and the perfect weather for a
jacket and jeans. A fun place to travel to in the fall for
the full phenomenon of this leaf effect is up into the
Shenandoah Mountains. Not only is the drive fun and
freeing, the view from lookout points is mind blowing.
It's a great weekend trip to take to fully appreciate the
beauty of fall, and something to definitely do if you're
a fan of this season.
Of course, the greatest part of fall has to be the food.
The pumpkin pies, warm soups, apple tarts and apple
jam (and if you go apple picking, just tons and tons of
apples.) All the spices and warmth of the season are
enough to make you love it over summer. And then
you add Starbucks' pumpkin spiced latte to the mix
and the loss of summer isn't such a tragedy after all.
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About Invisible Wounds as well as Physical Ones
Peer Specialist Kerri Gerke Speaks of Virginia Wounded Warrior Program
MICHELLE GOLDCHAIN

Features Editor
The Virginia Wounded Warrior Program (VWWP) is dedicated to veterans who serve our
country and the 125,000 veterans
in Central Virginia by making
sure their needs are taken care of
and that they are never forgotten
again, as stated by Kerri Gerke,
peer support specialist of region
IV of the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program (VWWP).
On Saturday, Sept. 8 at 12:30
p.m. in the Nance Room of Dorrill Dining Hall, Longwood students, faculty and staff alike
were able to take part in Wounded Warrior Weekend by learning
more about the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program, its services
and support systems and about
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) itself, and how it is treated in the program.
The Virginia Wounded Warrior
Program is a nonprofit, non-partisan organization established
in 2008 to assess, treat and raise
awareness on the growing number of veterans and family members with stress-related injuries
or traumatic brain injuries, as
stated on the VWWP website.
The state of Virginia is separated into five regions with region coordinators and region
directors assessing the veterans
and families in each. Region IV
includes Prince Edward County
as well as 21 other counties in the
Central Virginia region, including the cities of Colonial Heights,
Emporia, Hopewell, Petersburg
and Richmond.
Gerke described her own job
as mainly focusing on support
groups; specifically, setting them
up, assessing who needs them
most and how he or she should
be tteated and in what area.
Gerke described her own influences from veterans, noting
that her grandfather was in the
Merchant Navy and was shipwrecked for nine days during
World War II, her grandmother
was in the Navy, her father was
in the military for three-and-ahalf years and her second hus-

band, "the love of my life," came
from a military background.
When her husband was deployed, Gerke said she tied a yellow ribbon to a stair post each
day he was gone and wrote to
him every day. "He was gone 347
days, 22 hours and seven minutes, but no one was counting,"
she said.
After her husband began getting support at the VWWP, Gerke volunteered for the organization for two-and-a-half years
before taking a position, saying,
"I have been a very vocal person
since coming to Virginia in 2005,
advocating for my husband ...
working around FTSD to get to
the heart of the matter."
When veterans are treated by
the organization, the families ate
invited to the program as well.
"Our program believes that if everybody is not receiving the support that they need, nobody is
going to be the best that they can
be. You can't solidify that foundation unless you have all the
ingredients together properly,"
said Gerke.
Rather than simply screen and
treat veterans for P T S D or terminal brain injury, other forms of
support besides support groups
include comprehensive assessment of individual and family
needs, outreach and community
education, marriage and family support as well as linkage to
Virginia benefits, housing, financial assistance, employment and
education programs.
Gerke said, "We want to make
sure that their mental health
is taken care of as well as their
physical, because you don't
see all wounds. As a matter of
fact, most of the wounds that
our veterans today come home
with, they don't notice them.
They can't show you the scars.
They might not even recognize
it themselves ... They just know
that they're mad, and they have
every right to be mad."
Describing how PTSD develops, Gerke said it can happen
before the traumatic experience,
when there is no strong family
basis and when there is no sup-

port group after. She also noted
that it can develop especially
after someone joins the military
or another organization solely to
get away from "that - whatever
'thaf may be."
Gerke described a veteran with
PTSD as a teenager with a need
for instant gratification, saying,
"McDonald's drive-thru is not
fast enough anymore. It's not.
They want that instant gratification. As soon as they realize
that they want it, it should have
already been there. They realize
that they want it. They should
have had it yesterday."
She added, "Army is great. It
has a one-stop shop. You need
something? You go to your chain
of command ... and they figure
it all out. Civilian world doesn't
do that. You're asking these men
and women who have served
our country ... to figure it out,
and they have no directions, no
navigations, no map, no GPS.
They can't figure it out."
Gerke said, ' T h e thing about
invisible wounds is that they
come in tenfold once you're
back. Once that uniform is off for.
good and you're out, and you are
no longer being held accountable, all the invisible wounds are
gonna come out of the closet, and
they're gonna haunt you every
moment of every day until you
start noticing them. PTSD will
never go away. It's not a curable Kerri Gerke educates students about the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program.
disease. It is like a shadow."
Even so, Gerke said, "They
[veterans and their families] are
going to get back u p on their feet,
and they are going to do what
they're gonna do."
If you are interested in learning
more about the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program, go online to
the website or contact Region IV
Coordinator Edward Mcintosh
through email at *
mrintoshe@rbha.org or by phone
at (804) 819-4029. The statewide
toll free number for the Virginia
Wounded Warrior Program is
1-877-285-1299.
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Students look over the Virginia Wounded Warrior informational pamphlets during the presentation
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Wounded Warrior Weekend Hosts Events for Three Days to Remember the Fallen
LETA BRESSIN

Contributor
This past weekend, Longwood hosted
events to raise funds for the Wounded Warrior Project. With free admission events like
the LW3 Benefit Soccer Game., the Memorial
5k Walk/Run on High Bridge Trail and the
Wounded Warrior talk in the Nance Room
of Dorrill Dining Hall, it was a great opportunity for both Longwood and the Farmville community to get involved with this
program.
The Wounded Warrior Project is a nationwide service whose mission statement is "To
honor and empower wounded warriors."
They host events around the country to aid
their cause. Longwood's own Wounded
Warrior Weekend was put together to help
raise funds to aid injured service members
and raise public awareness.
Funds were collected through T-shirt sales,
5k race fees and donations. A portion of the
funds were sent to the family of Longwood
alumnus Staff Sergeant Todd Copes, who
was killed in action on Aug. 17 of this year.
At the beginning of the soccer game between the Dream Team and the A-Team,

service members and their families were
recognized for the sacrifices they have made
for their country. The Dream Team teammates included military members; friends
and family of wounded warriors and family, friends and comrades of Army Capt.
Shane Adcock, Marine Sgt. Donald Lamar
II and Army Sgt. Andrew McConnell.
The A-Team was built of Longwood University staff and faculty. The game was
exciting from the very beginning, starting
with a goal headed in by Dr. David Magiil,
an assistant professor of English at Longwood. However, the Dream Team answered
back quickly with a goal kicked in by Dr.
Jake Milne of the sociology department.
The game was back and forth throughout
both halves, resulting in a tied game of 2-2
at the end. A shootout was the determining factor in this match-up, and for the first
time in Longwood history, the faculty's ATeam came out on top scoring four goals in
the shootout against the opposing Dream
Team's two goals.
The Memorial 5k was held Saturday
morning. Volunteers were spread out along
High Bridge Trail handing out cups of water to the participants. John Ponton, a senior

within the athletic training program, said,
"I volunteered as an athletic training major
to help set up and take down the event including water and medical supplies. It was
great seeing army ROTC men arid women
being passionate and appreciative of the
support by Longwood athletic teams and
the community. I think it's a highlight of
each academic year and I hope it grows in
the future. On a personal note, my younger
brother is in the Marine Corps and I feel
like an event like the 5k is honoring him
and others who have sacrificed for our freedom."
Many volunteers showed u p Saturday
morning to show their support along with
those participating in the 5k. Participants
included runners, walkers and mothers
with strollers. It was an incredibly diverse
group that came to show their support for
the wounded warriors.
If anyone wanted to participate in these
events and was unable to and wishes to still
make a donation to the Wounded Warrior
Project, please visit www.woundedwarriorproject.org and send all donations there.

"It was great seeing army
ROTC men and women
being passionate and
appreciative of the support
by Longwood athletic
teams and the community."
-John Ponton, senior

Annual Charity Soccer Game Held in Honor
of Wounded Warriors & Fallen Soldiers
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Longwood University's annual Wounded Warrior Weekend Charity Soccer Game, held on Fri. day, Sept. 7 in honor of three Wounded Warriors
and four fallen Longwood University alumni, began with ¿he introduction of Wounded Warriors
I Dean Schwartz, Sergeant Tim Hall and Sergeant
jj Anthony Verra.
Schwartz took to the soccer field and joined the
*"Dream Team" made up of Wounded Warriors,
military members and the family and friends of
I Wounded Warriors and fallen soldiers as they
played the "A-Team" of university faculty and
Istaff.
The night marked the first time Schwartz has
' played soccer since the 2004 grenade blast that
I left him without a left leg below his knee.
Schwartz was in Iraq on a mission to repair a
crater with the Virginia Army National Guard's
2nd Platoon, Bravo Company, 276 Engineer Battalion when a Rocket Propelled Grenade hit one
of his platoon's truck's, removing his lower leg
and damaging nerves in his right hand.
Soon after his injury, Schwartz began his involvement with the Wounded Warrior Project,
. which aids severely injured service members and
' their families. He currently lives in Farmville
with his wife Dawn and plans to attend Long* wood as an MBA student in spring 2012.
• He said having his wife play soccer alongside
him that night made the experience even more
I fun. "If s really nice to share something together," he said. His two stepdaughters attended the
game as well, though Schwartz joked that it was
ï&ifortunate they did not have the chance to capt u r e his goal on video.
M e l l o w i n g the game, Schwartz headed to Fred?
• 4|rick, Md. to run in the 10-12 mile Mid-Atlantic

Tough Mudder obstacle course, which also raises s Maris Adcock, Adcock's father, said he and his life to the fullest," she said. "If s cool to be able to
|wife are involved with the Wounded Warrior come out here and run around and we can do it
funds for the Wounded Warrior Project.
Schwartz said he decided to participate in t h ^ ^Project because they know their son would have because they defended our freedom."
Amelia McConnell is currently a freshman decourse after a friend from town asked him to join n>een. "Since he can't be here physically, I'm here
fender on the university's women's soccer team.
him in completing it. "Since my injury, I like to for him," he said.
Maris was part of the Dream Team in honor of "It's a great experience to play with the wounded
rediscover try new things," he said.
Hall, any army sergeant, was in the Logar Prov- his son. "Because of the loss of our son, we began soldiers, to play for them," she said.
While she attended Liberty University, Amanda
ince of Afghanistan at his Forward Operating to recognize that tomorrow our next breath isn't
McConnell
has been following Longwood womBase when a mortar attack launched him into the guaranteed, nothing is guaranteed, and Shane
en's
soccer
since
Ashlee joined the team in 2005.
air. Hall was severely injured and had to have lived life to its fullest," he said.
Steve
Brdarski,
associate head women's soccer
Maris commended Longwood for all of the supboth of his legs amputated the next day.
coach,
was
Ashlee's
coach when her brother died.
While Hall still undergoes treatment and physi- port from the community. T h e Longwood fam"As
a
team
we
were
dealt with a pretty major iscal therapy at Walter Reed National Military ily is such a great family, and we've had a lot of
sue,
crisis,
problem,
something
that really tore at
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., he is very ae|| iupport from them in a lot of ways," he said.
our
hearts,"
he
said.
1
Lamar
died
while
in
combat
in
Afghanistan
in
tive and plays basketball, swims, wakeboards,
He said he learned about the Wounded Warrior
snowboards and auto races in hopes of having a May 2010. He was in the 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine
Project
and the team raised about $3,000 for the
Regiment,
2nd
Marine
Division,
2nd
Marine
Exracing career.
cause
by
selling jerseys with McConnell's name
peditionary
Force
as
a
scout/sniper
team
leader,
Verra, who grew up in Farmville, lost his legs on
printed
on
them.
y
He
was
a
member
of
the
university's
rugby
team
Sept. 22, 2010 after stepping on a pressure-plate
while
attending
the
institution
from
2004
to
2005.
Brdarski
said
the team then wanted to raise not
IED in Afghanistan while on patrol. He was a
only
money,
but
awareness, so Wounded Warrior
Copes
graduated
from
Longwood
in
2009
afMarine Corps squad leader and mortar man fron}
Weekend
was
born.
This year's four event orgater
attending
Hargrave
Military
Academy.
He
1998 to 2000 and began service in the Army in
nizers
were
Brdarski,
John Cunningham, Crystal
^served
with
the
Marine
Special
Operations
ComApril 2009.
Thibault
and
Stacey
Wilkerson.
Students associmand
and
was
a
member
of
the
3rd
Marine
SpeVerra married his wife Shauna about two months
ated
with
the
ROTC
PROGRAM
and the womcial
Operations
Battalion.
before he entered the Army. He has two children;
en's
soccer
team,
as
well
as
the
volunteers
from
Copes
died
on
Aug.
17
in
Afghanistan.
his son Cameron and his daughter Scarlett. He
therapeutic
recreation
department
and
the
PsyMcConnell
died
in
combat
in
Afghanistan
in
still receives treatment and therapy from Walter
chology
Club,
also
assisted
with
the
event.
September
2009.
He
has
been
awarded
four
Army
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. •
This year, Brdarski said, the money raised (typiThe four Longwood alumni killed while in the Achievement Medals, the National Defense Sercally
around $2,000-3,000) will go to the Virginia
vice
Medal
and
six
more
awards.
service and honored during halftime were Army
Wounded
Warrior Project.
McConnell's
sister
Ashlee
Snider,
who
played
Captain Shane Timothy Adcock, Marin* Sergeant
Brdarski
expressed a great amount of respect
f
n
the
Dream
Team
in
her
brother's
honor;
was
Donald J. Lamar H, Army Sergeant Andrew M < K
Connell and Marine Staff Sergeant Gregory Toddr *on Longwood'» women's soccer team from 2005 for the soldiers. "They defend our freedoms," he
to 2009. She was on the team when her brother said. "They go over there ... and keep us safe,
Copes.
Adcock, a 2003 alumnus, served as a Are support died. "The team was super supportive and start- so the least we can do is show our support and
officer for the 25th Infantry Division, 3rd Brigade ed doing Wounded Warrior weekend every year help them rehabilitate, go further and be a part of
our community in the highest way we can honor
Combat Team, 7th Field Artillery. At Longwood; following my brother's death," she said.
Snider said it was an honor to play soccer in them."
he was a member of,Phi Kappa Tau Fraternity]
and part of the rugby team. He was awarded a ^memory of her brother. "I think one of the best
¡ways to honor any fallen solider is to live your
Bronze » » I b f l B B r t f c n r service.
..mrnm

Students Cause Laughter and Fun While Being Hypnotized
lated," said Brian Klingenfus after the show. Despite his reaction,
all the people hypnotized were safe according to Ramsey.
During the show, the audience was given clickers to decide what
they would like to see, and oh boy, we were given some funny top-

ASHLEY HODGE

Contributer

Saturday, Sept. 8 students poured into Jarman auditorium for a
night of Mind Games. Mind Games was a night of laughter led by ics.
The show got better and better as it continued up into the big hiboard certified hypnotist Paul Ramsey from New Hampshire and our
larious finale. The first thing that the audience picked was for them
very own classmates were the stars of the show.
Ramsey explained that he did not like to simply pick volunteers. to dance ballet, then have a guitar hero contest, a talking crotch, for
Instead, he chose to see who would allow themselves to become hyp- everyone's butt to fall off and a special guest appearance by "Nicki
notized. According to Ramsey, being hypnotized is enhancing control Minaj."
Ramsey would tell the ones in a hypnotic state that when they
over your mind and body. It is increasing certain parts of your brain
awoke they would see, hear or do these things. When he told them
while decreasing other parts of the brain.
To see who would allow themselves to become hypnotized, Ramsey to awake and gave them a certain word, they acted out these things.
It was amazing to see each person on stage get into the perforattempted to hypnotize the audience. I myself tried to become hypnotized. I became relaxed and began feeling a tingling in my arms mances. During the ballet performance, Klingenfus took center
and heaviness of my body. These were some of the symptoms that stage, showing everyone his moves. At the end, he bowed gracefully and gave kisses as it seemed at the time he truly gave die best
Ramsey explained to be normal.
"My mind has officially been blown, and it hasn't even started yet" ballet performance ever.
Carly Roy was given the opportunity by Ramsey to be Nicki Paul Ramsey gives silly commands to hypnotized LU students as they snooze.
was heard from the audience while he tried to hypnotize everyone,
Minaj for the night. Several others were chosen to be her backwhich made me even more excited for the show to continue.
As members of the audience became more relaxed, Ramsey told ground dancers. Before the song even came on Roy was in characrefused to believe the show had happened. Soon they walked off
the audience he was going to try something. He asked everyone to ter, sitting tall as if she were a true diva. "Super Bass" came on, and stage, bombarding their friends to find out the real time. As soon as
place their name into storage and to forget about it. He said when we Roy jumped into the performance.
"Don't Stop Believing" started, a smile came across their faces, and
"I felt like a strong, independent woman, and I was a good dancer. they encouraged the whole audience to sing in their attempt to save
awoke we wouldn't know our names.
The ones who didn't know their names when they woke up were It was really fun," said Roy. While watching her, you could feel her the show.
the ones who went on stage. As people joined him on stage, he began energy.
After the show, there was nothing but laughter and contestants
As the show came to a close, Ramsey ended the show by telling the trying to convince others that they were never hypnotized, but only
to ask people their names, and they had no idea. They could recall
their brother's name or their fourth grade teacher's name but not their students in a hypnotic state that the show had never happened, and acting. Regardless, if they were acting or not, they sure were fun to
they would have one last chance to save the show during the song the watch. However, I truly believe that most of them were hypnotized.
own name.
"I really did not think I was hypnotized at first, but then I realized audience chose, which was "Don't stop believing."
When the hypnotized students woke up, they became angry and
that I didn't know my name. I was scared and almost hyperventi-

'Memory of Orchids' Author Cherri Randall Discusses Novel

PtMoBrCaraOtM
Author of "The Memory of Orchids," Cherri Randall speaks about experiences which led to the creation of her book.
JESSICA GODART

Asst. A&E Editor
On Monday, Sept. 10, Longwood welcomed
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown professor,
Dr. Cherri Randall, who recently published her first
novel, "The Memory of Orchids." Randall received
her PhD in gender studies from the University
of Arkansas after graduating from Cameron
University with a Bachelor of the Arts. Randall
read several excerpts from her novel in the Molnar
Auditorium in Wygal Hall.

Dr. Craig Challender, English professor;
introduced the author by admiring her quick
typing of 120 words per minute along with many
other words that showed high praise to Randall.
She took the podium shortly after, stating at the
beginning of her talk, "I don't believe in writer's
block." Randall proved to be a strong, confident,
admirable, extremely talented woman.
She explained her drive to Virginia from
Pennsylvania, a would-be five hour trip. "But I did
it in a lot less," she joked.
Randall's talent with words also came through as

PREVIEW
KATIE REILLY

A&E Editor
Rock the Block is an annual event that takes place in September
each year within Farmville at the Longwood Landings at Midtown
Square. This year, it will be on Friday the 14, starting at 5:30 p.m.
The purpose is to connect Farmville shops and life with Longwood
students in order to better acclimate the two. Almost all the privately
owned businesses and boutiques within Farmville turn out to
make an appearance, setting up tables and booths that are set up
within the Landings area. At these tables, they sell wares and give
out information about their location and shop. This year's event is
going to be twice the size it was last year, including a different setup, different live bands and lots of great fun and food.
This year's Rock the Block will feature a Festival Food setup, with

she described her voyage to Longwood University
using a box of 64 crayons, stating there were several
different colors to portray the road, the sky and
more while die rest would be shades of green to
represent the voluptuous mountains and hills and
grass during the drive.
The story of "The Memory of Orchids," itself,
which takes place in an Oklahoma prison,
was originally inspired by Randall's brother's
profession as a correctional officer in a Texas prison.
The idea came to Randall in die late 1990s while
discussing the prison with her brother and several
of its inmates. Three men in prison for two years:
one for manslaughter one a forager of checks and
one a shoplifter who came from a poor past. Years
latex; Randall began a short story to turn in for a
writing competition.
With the story of the prison inmates still in her
head, Randall began writing; however; in three
days the pages went from a short story to a short
novel until she reached too many pages to not call
it a novel. With the mix of her brother's familiarity
of prisons and Randall's interest in the economical
effect on women more titan men, the novel came
quickly.
The story is centered on three women in an
Oklahoma prison f ° r two years each, much like
her brother's experience. One woman, the main
character; Stacy Sharp, is serving time for credit
card fraud while the other two women are there for
manslaughter and a second shoplifting offense.
The book watches the characters as they grow
behind the bars of the prison and make connections,
both good and bad. One of the best quotes that
Randall read during her excerpt came from Sharp's
character, "everybody is some kind [of orchid]."
The scene in which this part comes from also serves
as the basis for the title, in which it describes every
person as a certain kind of orchid.
Randall specified that she does all of her

tents throughout the area, offering food. Students who carry their
Longwood ID will be able to eat free and won't have to stand in
mud) of a line. Free cotton candy and funnel cakes will be given
out too, thanks to Lancer Productions help and contribution to this
annual tradition. Also, for those 21 and over, a Beer Garden will be
set up, with a newer and wider selection of wine and beer.
But the most exdting part of Rock the Block is the bands and music.
This year's bands indude DJ Stroud, who will be on the stage many
times over the course of the event, as well as Jesse Chong & The
Chong Band and SnackBar Jones. The Chong Band will be taking
the stage at 6 p.m. This band plays a king of Reggae American and
Pop /Rock vibe in terms of music, and Jesse Chong himself has
been performing for over 10 years at hundreds of different venues.
SnackBar Jones is known for their wide range and ability to perform
great covers of songs. Not only will bands be performing, but the
Buffalo Creek Guitar Company will also be hosting an Open Mic
Night at the Crute Stage. Students are encouraged to sign up to
perform and come check out the local artists around Farmville.
As always. Prizes will be raffled off and lots of activities will
be available around the square for students to take part in and
partidpate, and be sure to stick around till the end of the night for
a display of fireworks. For more information check out the Rock
the Block 2012 Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
events/477608485584354/.

research personally as she visited several prisons,
experiencing not only the stereotypical prison food
but also being strip searched in order to be allowed
into one of the facilities. This experience came
across in her novel, even, as the main character goes
through the procedure when entering the prison.
"I think it made the novel better," she said
regarding her research.
Randall also pointed out that she knew about jail
bars from spending a night in jail herself during
what she called her "rock and roll phase" when
she was younger. However; she also said that she
"[does] not recommend that as a research method."
When creating her characters in "Orchids,"
Randall put a bit of her own personality in her
characters, both men and women. She explained
that she had even put several images of her best
friend in her characters.
Randall has finished a second novel now that
she is attempting to find a publisher for, "Mercy
of Wolves;" and has also begun working on a nonfiction book based on a close to home story in which
a young student is murdered by her boyfriend.
Randall has already started research by visiting the
man in which she is basing the boyfriend off of on
his place in death row.
Randall has also written numerous poems and
short stories that have been published in review
magazines and on websites. She feels the most
prestigious honor she has been awarded was being
accepted by the Poets and Writers Website that took
weeks to be cleared for.
"The Memory of Orchids" was first published
in India after six months of Randall emailing
back and forth with editors. She sent in numerous
manuscripts and made changes throughout the
process until the book was finalized and published
in November 2011.

Poetry Corner:
The Discovery
KATIE REILLY

A&E Editor

The floor was there yesterday
It was even here today
And then it disappeared
Nothing but air to hold you I fear.
A bottomless pit that never can end
You're falling and trying so hard to pretendE very thing is fine, nothing is wrong
You can't have known this would happen all
along.
Blackness and darkness consume you whole
There is no light and you are so cold.
This shouldn't have happened, this can't be true.
How could something like this ever happen to
you?
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What to Do When Your University Doesn't Have a Football Team
COURTNEY CARROLL

Opinion Editor
With the college football season underway, the students here at Longwood
don't have a school team to root for. Of
course, we can always root for Virginia
Tech, University of Virginia, Alabama
or some other team, but we don't do
that by choice — we do it because we
have to. We don't have a team that
comes from this school for us to get
all decked-out in our finest Longwood
gear, travel hundreds of miles and
spend hundreds of dollars on tickets
to root for. Some say this isn't fair; we

MEET
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EDITORS

should have a football team- Others say
it doesn't matter. Personally, if given
the chance to be at Longwood and witness the beginnings of a football team,
I probably wouldn't even notice, nor
would I want to spend 60 dollars on a
ticket to go watch our team maybe win
but probably lose.
The school would make a fairly
decent amount of money from students
buying tickets and concessions at the
games, but the funds needed to start
up a football team, give scholarships to
prospective players and build a football stadium would still be outrageous
Thafs awesome and all but I don't

know if I would have the time or the
desire to go see a Longwood football
team play. I say this now, but I would
probably be talked into it by one or all
of my roommates.
The way a football team — good or
bad — can bring together people from a
university, no matter how big or small,
is unreal. I would love to spend the
weekends with the rest of my fellow
students, but it would take every single
person at this school going to every
single game to even possibly match the
very loyal fans from Viiginia Tech and
other schools. Our alumni are great.
but the sheer amount of alumni that

attend other schools' football games
is astounding. I honestly can't even
imagine how amazing it would be to sit
in the stands, surrounded by hundreds
or thousands of my peers, watching my
very own Longwood Lancers stomp a
team like Virginia Tech. I can't imagine this because it will probably never
happen; I came to Longwood because it
was a small university. I will graduate
in May knowing that I made an impact
on my university as a whole. Students
from bigger schools can't say this.
Longwood doesn't pour all of its time
and energy into sports. It pours some,

sports are given a chance to make the
university proud in different ways. My
sister went to Virginia Tech, and she
graduated with a great GPA, but she
wasn't as noticed by the school as the
football players who barely skated by
to graduate. I know this doesn't seem
right, but if s the truth. I love Longwood for what it is: a small school with
a community that is closer than I could
ever imagine. I know that a football
team could have a chance to bring us
even closer together, but it would also
be another way of alienating some students from the rest.

but not all. Students who don't play
Rotunda Show Coordinator
- Liz Harris is a senior
Communication Studies major
with a concentration in Mass
Media. She's from Richmond, Va.
and enjoys reading, blogging and
sleeping in. She would love to
have a career in the mass media
industry — broadcasting, print
journalism or radio.

Opinion Editor - Courtney Carroll is originally from Pulaski, Va. —
a town the exact size of Farmville with practically the same people
roaming the streets at night. She is a senior English major with a
concentration in Creative Writing with a focus in short Fiction. She
spends her free time reading, writing short stories, writing letters
back and forth with her fiancé, listening to music, watching movies,
researching graduate schools and is currently working on her first
novel. After graduation from Longwood, she wants to get her MFA in
Creative Writing and go into either publishing and editing or teaching
Creative Writing at a University.

Get to know the people behind
your campus newspaper.

Tangier Island: A Shrinking Speck on Virginia's Chesapeake Bay
SARAH SCHMADER

Layout Editor
500 people. Five cars. No
banks, no movie theaters, no
jails, no hospitals and no bars.
Tangier Island. Isolated on the
Lower Eastern Shore, Tangier
Island is six miles long and
1.5 miles wide with 3 / 4 of the
island comprised of marsh. Dry
land-three islands in themselves
(Main Ridge, Canton and
West Ridge) — are connected
by narrow wooden bridges.
Residents travel by golf cart,
boat, bicycle or on foot. There is
one year-round restaurant, one
grocery store and one school.
The livelihood of the Tangier
Island people relies on the
watermen, who spend 15 plus
hours a day on the Bay crabbing
out of small huts.
I traveled to Tangier Island
for a day trip this summer with
my stepdad. I had been there
once before when I was younger
and had always planned to
return, but it is no small day
trip. To get to Tangier Island
from Hampton Roads (where I
live), you have to drive either to
Reedville on the Western Shore
(approximately three hours
from Norfolk) or to Onancock to
board a two hour ferry ride; you
can also get there from Crisfield,
MD. So, we left Friday morning
earlier than I can function and
drove down to Reedville, then
boarded the ferry, which leaves
at 10 a.m.
Though I spent most of the
ride chugging Turns in the fetal
position due to sea sickness,
we had a very nice young boat
hand from Reedville who gave
us some insight into the island.
He told us that the island is
dry, which I found surprising
because boats and beer tend
to go hand-in-hand. He also
said that this has led to a pretty
serious drug problem on the
island.
"Oh like meth?" I asked.
"Just a drug problem in
general." He replied.
"I bet there's meth labs all over
die place."
"... I don't know about that."
Once we got to the island,
we immediately booked it to
Lorraine's, which is a bangin'
seafood restaurant with a homey
atmosphere and reasonable
prices. I got a crab cake
sandwich and my stepdad got a
soft shell crab sandwich. Little
did I know that Tangier Island is
in fact the soft shell crab capital
of the nation. Andrew, my
stepdad, informed me that "soft
shell crab" is a culinary term for
usually Blue Crabs who have
molted their old exoskeleton
and are still soft. "Whatever. It
still looks like you're eating a
tarantula sandwich." I told him.
After lunch, stuffed and

\

satisfied, we ambled around.
Down Main Ridge, we popped
our heads into multiple gift
shops and stumbled upon the
Tangier Island History Museum.
Andrew doesn't get excited
about much, but he gets pretty
amped over looking at old crap.
The quaint museum was only
a medium sized room, filled
with images of the residents and
remnants of the island's past.
We sat down and watched a 20
minute introductory video about
the island, which gave me even
more insight other than the fact
that there's no booze and maybe
some meth.
A community this beautiful
and removed doesn't come
without its problems. Tangier is
shrinking as the sea level rises
and erosion eats at its beaches;
right now it's only three feet
above sea level. Each year the
tide rolls in and they lose more
and more of their home. A wall
was erected to save some of
the community like the airport,
but water continues to flow
under many houses and the
residents are worried about the
unsure future of their island.
Precautions can be made to
ensure that this island doesn't

drown, and the Secretary
of Natural Resources Doug
Domenech even traveled there
in May to observe the island,
but plans to avoid the inevitable
have yet to be implemented.
I felt helpless. Everyone has
their cause, whether it be animal
rights, equality for the LGBT
community, environmentalism,
what have you
—but this cause
was very real,
happening as I
sat in that folding
chair; and is
going to cause
real damage and
tragedy and soon.
From what A uw
couldfindfan-my
research there is
no way to directly
help Tangier
Island; there's
no foundation,
no fund, no club
and no donation
website. With
no way for the
average Joe to
help and no aid
yet from the
government, the
future of Tangier

Island is looking unavoidably
and undeniably ill-fated.
All I can suggest is that you
go to this island — everyone.
This landmass is the physical
embodiment of taking a step
back and a deep breath. There
aren't many places that provide
such an immensely relaxing
atmosphere with seemingly

no effort. Tangier Island is
that friend of yours that looks
flawless with no makeup on;
you wonder how they do it and
wish you could, too.
Take a day and visit this
season. Travel information is a
bit of a pain to track down and
yes if s a ways to get there and
yes if s almost fall, but make the

trip as soon as you can If I had
more time I would have talked
to more locals and found out
how to help in any way I could,
and I'm more than certain they
would tell you.
There's more of a story there
than I was able to tell. I strongly
suggest that you go there and
find it yourself.
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STUDENT V A L U E M E N U !
All items specially priced for students...
Choose from the following:

www.dominos.com

434 392 3000

Medium two topping pizzo
Large one topping pizza
Any two bread products
Any Artisan pizza

each only

$7.99

Become a fan on Facebook to hear about our weekly specials:

Domino's Pizza - Farmville, Virginia...

and WELCOME BACK!

American Ignorance: How We Exercise Freedom by Refusing to Know
SEMEIN WASHINGTON
Asst. Opinion
Editor

Last semester before an exam, I ate breakfast at
Doirill Dining Hall with my friend, Chris, who has
since graduated. He was a political science major
and is full of opinions and, though we disagree on
some things, his way of seeing the world expands
mine. As we talked, he brought up something he
called the "self-fulfilling dream" of America. He
thought the American dream had something to
do with complete freedom of action. Over time,
he concluded, we've also come to think that
includes the liberty to refuse knowledge or remain
ignorant.
Ignorant of what? Ignorant of anything that
doesn't quite jive with an American's everyday
life. It's true that information can be unavailable,
or someone can be discouraged from learning.
However, the active, individual removal of certain
facts from a life is different. It can coexist with, or
be caused by, the other two circumstances, but it
can also come about all by its lonesome.
Fast forward to the summer. In July, fellow
Rotunda staff member Michelle Goldchain told

Facebook about the response movie critics had
to the movie "In Time." She wrote that critics
ignore or marginalize the movie's important
social themes because it is not a movie of their
favorite genre, and therefore they do not care
enough to search for the bigger meaning. Michelle
stated that she believes "I don't get it" should not
automatically equate to "I don't like it." Later, I
decided the critics with whom Michelle disagrees
are dealing with symptoms from Chris's "selffulfilling dream." It's wrong to say that critics
lack broad education. However, a lot of hot water
(a versatile education) can go through a colander
(here the mind of a critic) and leave just a few
mushy peas (hatred directed toward things you
love). The little holes in a critic's colander-head
are of a self-important, prideful or meaninglessly
proprietary nature.
To me, complaints against both the right and
left are not only correct but also the same. The
Greenwich Village tendency to call things that
matter to the common person trite is equal to
the Bible Belt denial of widely accepted scientific
theories. At the heart of both matters is a belief in
the God-given, constitutionally assured right to

cut and paste the real world as you wish.
Some other time over the summer, I caught
myself watching a TV show about the modern
world's economic history. It figured that in the
United States, we've had broad citizen land
ownership and thaf s made us so much cooler
than South America. The possession of even a few
acres, and in the 20th century suburban homes, is
part of the American psyche.
Robert Frost wrote "Good fences make good
neighbors." As horrible an example of humanity as
Frost may have been, he speaks fluent Americana.
Somewhere in the confused metaphors of being
human, "keep off my lawn" becomes "keep out of
my brain." There the snob and the hick were born
as equally hideous twins.
Note: There's a contradiction here. In a land
of unequaled opportunity, it has become an
American thing to keep to your own devices.
The public space where we all frolic together is
marginalized every day and sour, silly comfort
zones, laughable to anyone outside of a specific
mindset, are guarded like an icon. One of
the great irritants of America is the increased
partisanship we face on the eve of this great

21st century. The patron of the arts and the
industrialist are no longer even possibly the
same person. They butt heads over whether or
not what will make us all better is a country of
billowing furnaces or happy green bushes. I'd
like both to go, please. I'm vacating to my own
terra-formed patch of Mars. There, I'll have a
toast with Curiosity's robotic arm and, from time
to time, we'll tune in on Earth-bound politics.
Hey Curiosity, see how people are talking past
each other so fast? They don't even realize
they're saying the same thing! Though I sound
bitter, there's an upside to it all, an unforeseen
benefit. With so many noble gas airheads, we are
compelled to notice when there is a rare reaction.
A wild Montana vista will reach off to the sunset.
The card carrying hunter will sit with the flower
child hiker, perhaps without realizing the other is
there, and wonder, "My God, how come we have
no word for that?" And I'll know if s for the best; if
there were single words for playing children in hot
July, for all the sounds of the woods near dark, for
the Beginning photo-bombing into the stars' old
Polaroid, some gaggle of idiots would think if s
not their cup of tea.

Whatever Happened to Singing Kumbaya: Humans vs. Zombies vs Greeks
SUBMITTED ANONYMOUSLY

Since the spring semester of 2012,1 have
overheard many conversations on campus about
the members of Humans vs. Zombies wearing
Greek letters on their T-shirts, and I cannot quite
understand what all the huff and puff is about.
Some people think their shirts are cool,, some
people don't even care about the situation at all
and some people do not think that Humans vs.
Zombies members should be allowed to wear
Greek letters on their shirts.
Humans vs. Zombies is not classified as
or affiliated with a Greek organization, but
Longwood does recognize the game and its
members as an official Longwood club. I, myself,
do not belong to a Greek organization, nor do I
play Humans vs. Zombies, but I can completely
understand why someone would want show their
pride in a club or organization that they belong
to; and I think all have the right to do so. Saying
that only certain people on our campus should
be allowed to go downtown and make a T-shirt
implies that certain groups are better than others
and those groups are being distinguished as the

elite on campus and that is not the mindset to
have.
I've always carried the motto "if it isn't hurting
anyone else, then it isn't hurting me," and I think
that motto directly applies to this situation. The
members of Humans vs. Zombies are not hurting
any person or any organization by embroidering
letters on their shirts, so who's to say that if s not
okay? Everyone does have the right to free speech,
after all. Another issue with this problem is the
fact that the letters on the Human vs. Zombies
T-shirts aren't even Greek letters. They use the
Greek letter for lambda upside down to serve as
the "V," but by changing the letter, it is no longer
argument-worthy.
Longwood University accepts and recognizes
Humans vs. Zombies as an organization, so why
can't everyone else? Greek life shouldn't be the
only ones sticking together, our campus as a
whole should too.

Please check in next week as the Longwood
community pays its respects to Dr. Stuart.

Photo Courtesy: bfflteweiss.wofdpiess com
Humans vs. Zombies takes place at numerous campuses across the country and it is a prominent activity at Longwood.

Living the Brand

Anyone who wishes to turn in any
submissions can submit them to Courtney
Carroll, Opinion Editor at courtney.caiToll@
live.longwood.edu

Candlelight Vigil
In Honor of Dr. Bill Stuart
Wednesday, September 12
8 P.M.
Center for Communication
Studies and Theatre

Sponsored by Lambda Pi Eta

IN MEMORY OF DR. BILL S T U A R T
1968 - 2012

The Rotunda would like to offer its deepest condolences to the Stuart family,
the Communication Studies department and the Longwood community at the
loss of beloved professor, mentor and friend, Dr. Bill Stuart.
Rest in peace, Dr. B. You will be missed by many.

"Tell the truth, tell It early and tell it otten."
__-—_—.
————
fl
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Men's Soccer Notebook: Lancers Get First Win, Look to Improve Should LU have
ing them. He believes they just need
started spiraling out of control.
board a result."
Football?
to be better at jumping back after
Atkinson
still
isn't
really
sure
who
In the game against UNC-GreensContributor
NICK CONIGUARO

With two disappointing losses to
Big South conference opponent Liberty and the Southern Conference's
UNC-Greensboro, the Longwood
men's soccer team was still trying to
find a way to win, heading into Sunday. They did so, beating Big South
opponent UNC-Asheville 1-0.
Despite a pretty even match-up
against Liberty, the boys unfortunately lost the game 0-3. Head coach
Jon Atkinson believes that the team
was matched up well against Liberty, but the Flames took advantage
of the chances the team gave them.
Atkinson added, "A young team
can make young mistakes, and that's
part of our growth really. It's just to
get these young guys to develop
a resilience that can help us spring

boro, the young Lancers handled
themselves pretty well until sophomores Anthony Ugorji and Daena
Bodie, along with senior Evan Jones,
were ejected from the game. The
Spartans had nine international
players on their roster, with a lot of
them being 21 or 22 year-old underclassmen. After the first player got
sent off, Atkinson believes the refs
started getting too emotionally sensitive toward the game and the understanding of collegiate soccer.
The Lancers had a man advantage after Ross Burki, of UNCG, was
ejected in the 38th minute. This gave
them a nice chance to take over the
game, considering they were doing
a great job of creating scoring opportunities. After the first Longwood
player that was sent off, the game

is going to replace star keeper Joel
Helmick, but he likes the way Carl
Carpenter has been doing in the
past two games against Liberty and
UNCG. "He has come up strong in
a number of occasions," Atkinson
said. Even though Carpenter is starting to gain an upper hand, Atkinson
still believes that Seth Erdman and
Paul Hegedus have a lot to give to
the program. While it does appear
that Carpenter has the upper hand
on his fellow keepers, it remains to
be seen who will get the starting job
for the remainder of the year.
The team needs to just keep growing and learning from their losses,
and they also need to stop giving"
up soft goals, according to Atkinson.
They've noticed many areas where
there are basic errors that are cost-

something bad happens and need to
stop giving up so many silly goals.
They are still a young team that has
shown, at times, they are very capable of holding their own during
games. Atkinson knows there are
good, bad and ugly parts to their
play. Atkinson believes they just
have to "get rid of the ugly, minimize the bad and enhance the good"
in each play.
In the Asheville game, senior Devin
Pierce from Virginia Beach scored on
a penalty kick in the 74th minute to
give Longwood their long-awaited
first victory. Atkinson was especially pleased with the victory, saying
"This was a historic win for Longwood Athletics and the men's soccer
program, and we are delighted."

Lancers Get First Win After a Long Wait
ERIC HOBECK

Sports Editor
The Longwood field hockey team finally secured their
first victory this weekend
with a 6-1 victory over Ball
State in Oxford, Ohio.
Sophomore Jessica Diaz's
breakaway goal nearly 19
minutes into the match gave
Longwood a 1-0 lead that
they would lose just before
the end of the first half, but
the Lancers scored five unanswered goals in the second to snag their elusive
first win.
While the weekend started
great for Longwood, it began inauspiciously with another high-scoring loss, as
the team blew a 4-1 lead and
fell to Miami University 6-4.
Before those two games,

however, Longwood took on
Virginia Commonwealth at
the Athletics Complex and
fell 2-1 in overtime. Diaz
opened the scoring there just
six minutes in, and the Rams
equalized roughly four minutes into the second.
With three seconds left, the
Rams' Kelsey Scherrer sent
a hard shot high past senior
keeper Amy Lewis of Lewisville, N.C. to give VCU the
sudden victory.
Eighth-year head coach Iain
Byers said the team "took
the loss pretty hard," and
that the two Ram goals were
because of "lapses in concentration from the team ...
It was one of those [games]
that shows the youth of the
team."
He added, "We're just not
used to playing in those big-

the team's pain. There was
pressure [to win] in that we
knew we were a better team,
and from a coach's point of
view, I knew we had the talent there and wanted better
results than we had been
showing ... Going up 4-1
against Miami made it obvious that we had the talent.
There was definitely some
concern that we needed to
get it done."
While Kaye Goulding is
still recovering from her injury and is in a boot for the
next couple of weeks, there
are no injuries to report of
for the Lancers.
The team will be back in action on Friday night against
James Madison on the road
in Harrisonburg, and then
on Sept. 18 against Liberty
at the Athletics Complex.
The Liberty game will be the
team's first NorPac Conference game of the 2012 season.

ger games and emotionally more we fought the further
charged games. You could we sunk."
Against Ball State, the
argue they got the better
of us. VCU is a good team. team had a performance
They went up to Monmouth that seemingly came out of
this weekend and beat them, nowhere after their first six
contests.
they're a solid team."
A fundamentally sound
"We were sad we didn't get
the win because we felt we performance came from
put enough into the game to the first win that Byers described as something that
get it."
In terms of the Miami "had been a monkey on our
University game, Byers back ... By the time we got
said "Defensively, we were to VCU, everyone could see
just sloppy. There's no way it was coming."
Byers continued to say, "I
around it. To have the start
that we had, to go up 4-1 af- guarantee that if we had gotter the first 20 minutes and ten the VCU win we would
finish 6-4 down ... It was a have gotten the Miami win
huge learning experience for too. The first 20 minutes of
us. It really showed the team the first half we were all over
them, dominating posseswhere we went wrong.
sion,
moving the ball effec"To be 4-1 up clearly shows
tively,
and we lost it again."
we've got some great of"We
went
out there [after
fense. As soon as it hit 4-4
halftime]
and
we just turned
the momentum was
it
on."
gone, and our backs
While there were no whiswere against the wall.
The team fought so pers about the security of
hard, but it was just Byers' job on the bench,
like quicksand - the he said that he "could feel

SPORTS BRIEF»
Shaq could Play Ball in Mexico

According to ESPN.com, retired basketball great Shaquille O'Neal
H considering playing some ball down south. Not just for the Miami Heat or Dallas Mavericks, however; he is thinking south of the
"border. Shaq has been approached by Sergio Ganem, president of
the Fuerza Regia team in the Mexican league.
| O'Neal was invited to play in the league last August while he was
^siting the city of Monterrey to do social work at a community
center for handicapped youth, specifically those who are wheelchair bound. Shaq was asked to play a few games this October and
maybe more depending on how things go. The games he would
appear in would have to work around his schedule as an analyst
for Inside the NBA
it is important to note that there are fans who are actually opposed to the I S time All-Star taking the court again, especially in
•
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another country.
Some
believe
that
it would
tarnish his
reputation
as one of the best big men in the game's history.
The Louisiana State graduate retired early in the 2010-11 season
while he played for the Celitcs and hasn't played competitively
since then. Shaq may be past his prime in the NBA but that doesn't
mean he can't go play elsewhere and have some fun playing the
game he loves. Many other athletes have done it as well. Right
now, seven time Cy Young award winner Roger Clemens is playing for a small time team in Texas called the Sugarland Skeeters
with his son.
It is not guaranteed that O'Neal will actually play in Mexico, but
he will'announce his decision sometime this week, it is believed.
The 40-year-old received his Doctorate in Education from Barry
University this May, and has played for the Magic Lakers, Heat,
Suns, Cavaliers and Celtics during his career.

Rooney Out Due to Injured Knee
:

Manchester United's star striker Wayne Rooney was sidelined
due to a knee injury sustained in their game against Fulham FC
a couple ot weeks ago. He was carried off die field on a stretcher
after receiving a serious cut Just above his knee when Fulham's
Hugo Rodellega accidentally caught him with the studs of his
cleats according to ESPN.com.
Rooney is said to be out for at least four weeks, possibly a couple
of months. After being taken into the locker room, the medical
staff suggested that Rooney not watch while they took care of the
inhjry; however, Rooney insisted they let him watch while they
patched him up. Rooney revealed that he was very lucky not to
have been injured further, saying the injury was only one millimeter away from severing an artery in his leg. He voiced another one
of his concerns to ESPN, saying, "My lad was in the crowd and I
didn't really want him seeing me carried off on a stretcher." He
tried to walk off the field and told the medical staff he could, but
the doctors told him it was too dangerous to his health and forced
him onto the stretcher.
While losing Rooney for any amount of games for Manchester
United is never a gbod thing, it is offset slightly due to the fact that
Man U picked up a great striker in Robin van Persie from rival
club Arsenal in August in a 24 million Euro move. Van Persie has
already come through in good ways for the club having played
multiple games already at Old Ttafford, including picking up a
hat trick already in his short time with the team.
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No. 18 Florida over No. 23 Tennessee: Florida is slowly on their way bade to being an^Bte,
program, and that progress will continue when they visit Rocky To$>. '
No. 2 Southern Cal over No. 21 Stanford: USC is my national championship pick, and
»
their march to Miami continues on the road.
Bears over Packers: Green Bay played badly against the 49ers, and the Bears aremy
cl<vir\nr f a a m tnic iroar
,'•.'>
sleeper
team this year.
Ravens over Eagles: In this "Battle of the Birds," Baltimore heads up 1-95 and beats
Philadelphia on the road.
JOEY SCHUMACHER. ASST. SPORTS EDITOR (5-3);

No. 23 Tennessee over No. 18 Florida: I have to go with "Ifennessee this week against
Florida. They are playing at home and coming off a huge win against Georgia State.
No. 2 Southern Cal over No. 21 Stanford: Even though it's an away game for the
Trojans, I still think they have this game in the bag. They are ranked much higher than
Stanford and you don't get the No. 2 ranking without being a good team.
Bears over Packers: Going solely off of week one, I think the Bears will take this game.
They ran all over the Colts this week, while the Packers lost their matchup against San
Francisco.
Ravens over Eagles: I'm going to go with the Ravens. The Eagles barely scraped by
with a win this week, and I don't think they'll have the confidence to take on the
Ravens' defense.
DR. TIM PIERSON. VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS (4-4):

No. 23 Tennessee over No. 18 Florida: Tennessee made an appearance in the Top 25 for
the first time since 2 0 0 8 and this is a huge game for the Volunteers; I like them to upset
the Gators.
No. 2 Southern Cal over No. 21 Stanford: The Cardinal is very tough at home and USC
struggled in their win over Syracuse, but the Trojans' Heisman favorite Matt Barkley
has just too many weapons and they run away with this one.
Bears over Packers: "Da Bears" are back and will control the NFC North this year, and
leave Aaron Rodgers and the Packers 0-2 for the first time since the Lions won a playoff
game.
Ravens over Eagles: The pressure is on the Eagles to win now, and they were very
fortunate to leave Cleveland with a victory in week one. I like Ravens QB Joe Flacco to
have a big game and dump the Eagles.
GUEST MONICA NEWELL. ROTUNDA STAFF REPORTER (GUESTS 4 - 4 ) :

No. 18 Florida over No. 23 Tennessee: Seeing as Florida has won five out of the six
games they've played against Tennessee, I think if s a safe bet to call this game in favor
of the Gators.
No. 2 Southern Cal over No. 21 Stanford: A top-two ranked team against someone not
even in the top 20? This one is easy. USC all the way.
Bears over Packers: The Packers-Bears rivalry is almost as famous as the Redskin»:
Cowboys rivalry, so expect a good game on Sunday. I'm leaning on the side of history
with my pick of the Bears over the Packers.
Eagles over Ravens: As a Redskins fan, it is against my nature to ever pick the Eagles to
win anything. However, the Eagles will be playing against the Ravens for the first time
since 2008, when the Ravens blew the Eagles out of the water. Eagles win this game.
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ERIC HOBECK

Sports Editor
A s I watched the game
between Virginia and
Penn State this weekend, 1
frequently wondered what it
would be like if Longwood
had a football team.
I actually have an old
Longwood Football
undefeated" shirt from years
back that I'm sure does not fit
me anymore. Being a college
football fan for years has
SPORTS
given me plenty to watch and
COLUMN
cheer for, but I will admit that
something is missing a little
bit while I'm a Lancer.
What if there was a stadium somewhere
in Farmville that was worthy of a Division I
program?
Not to discredit our club team in any way, but
what if our team was more than just a club team?
What if instead of looking for a game to watch
on TV every Saturday, we actually had a game to
go to?
What if our foray into the Big South brought
a football team with it, allowing yet another
conference championship opportunity?
What if College GameDay set up stage
on Wheeler Mall or Stubbs Lawn or Brock
Commons for their weekly pregame show?

"What if College
GameDay set up stage
on Wheeler Mall or
Stubbs Lawn or Brock
Commons for their
weekly pregame show?"
No, those things won't happen in the next few
years, or maybe even ever.
Longwood is closer to the high school
recruiting hotbed of Hampton Roads than either
Virginia or Virginia Tech. While I think most
people would agree that it would be nice for LU
to have a football team, the fact is that it simply
won't happen anytime soon for any number of
reasons.
The first of those reasons would be a simple
one - Longwood's enrollment numbers are
among the smallest of football-playing schools in
the country. While LU is not small by Big South
standards, most schools that play football at the
level of the Football Bowl Subdivision have at
least five figures (over 10,000) worth of students,
and some are well over 50,000 (such as Arizona
State and Central Florida), according to the
Department of Education.
Another reason is the university's endowment.
Longwood's endowment fund is about $42.3
million for Fiscal Year 2011, according to the
official university website. Simply put, it is
a financial goal that is unattainable for the
foreseeable future. A stadium of 10,000 seats or
more is expensive enough, but with the costs of
uniforms and equipment, a new coaching staff,
and any other related expenses, the financial task
is daunting, to say the least.
Speaking of stadiums, thafs another reason
why there's no varsity level football team as
of yet. Take one five-minute drive through
Farmville (because thafs pretty much as long
as it takes), and if s easy to tell that building an
appropriate-sized stadium anywhere close to
campus is tough to do. Yes, Farmville is in the
middle of nowhere, but the town is just too small
to build a stadium up to Division I standards,
even if that standard is the lower-level Football
Championship Subdivision.
One more reason why there's not a team here is
because of Longwood's history. While the school
was founded in 1839, it was 137 years before
men were admitted in 1976. While the school
has exponentially grown in size since then, the
70:30 ratio of women to men at Longwood isn't
helping the cause for a football team. Because
of this (male alumni are traditionally the largest
donors of money to athletics foundations),
Longwood's male alumni base is too small and
too young for any major noise to happen in the
way of getting a football team in Farmville for
the time being.
While so many people want a team here at
Longwood so there's something else to do on
Saturdays besides making a hung-over trip to
D-Hall for a chicken nugget breakfast, the sad
fact of the matter is that it won't happen for a
long time. I guess we'll have to settle for those
D-Hall runs and watching the best games on TV,
while all the while still rooting for the Longwood
club football team.

*" This editorial is an opinion stated by the writer and
does not represent the views of The Rotunda or Lxwgtoood
University.

The Man Behind the Voice: The Many Faces of Scott Bacon
ERIC HOBECK

Sports Editor
Scott Bacon's official University tide may be
Assistant Athletics Director for Development, but
Bacon's most comfortable role is likely behind the
microphone as WVHL Kickin' Country's "Voice
of the Lancers" for men's and women's basketball
games, as well as select baseball and Softball
games.
Bacon has served as the men's basketball playby-play man since the 2007-08 season, and he also
had a stint as the radio play-by-play voice for the
Carolina League's Lynchburg Hillcats and was the
Advanced-A affiliate of the Atlanta Braves from
2007-11.
Originally from Cleveland, he has an office
filled with sports memorabilia — a Cleveland
Browns Stadium poster here, a picture of him
calling a game there, as well as a bookshelf filled
with bobbleheads of various baseball players,
commemorative Pepsi cans from when Longwood
first attained Division I status in 2007 and even a
bobblehead figure of himself from his time with
the Hillcats.
Tie says he got his start when he "was one of
those annoying kids in the crowd that would call
the game while watching it at an Indians or Cavs
or Browns game, whatever it was growing up in
Cleveland. I transitioned into video games and
recording myself on a tape recorder and stuff like

that."
"When I got into high school, I had one of
those teachers that everyone seems to have. My
communications teacher in high school was that
guy for me. And he suggested me doing some
occasional play-by-play for our community
television station which covered high school
football and some basketball and some soccer.
My sophomore year when I was 15, I started
broadcasting play-by-play for high school football
and I kind of realized I had a knack for it. I think
I was the first student they let do play-by-play."
He then went to Sportscasters Camp of America
for four years, splitting his time as a camper and
staff member evenly. During his time at Otterbein
College (now Otterbein University) in Ohio,
where he earned a degree in Broadcasting in
2005, he served as the sports director of WOBN,
the campus radio station.
He says that there are no more typical days now
that he's working as an Assistant AD, but he says
that three hours of preparation go behind every
basketball broadcast.
Looking back on his career, his favorite moment
would easily be his 2009 Carolina League Mills
Cup title with the Hillcats, a team that featured
Pedro Alvarez of Pittsburgh Pirates fame. That
team beat the Wilmington Blue Rocks and Salem
Red Sox on the way to their sixth championship.
He also recalled in the season's second game,
a player that had never hit a home run before

managed to hit a walk-off shot to win the game.
"I had a line when he hit that home run; I said
'I've officially seen it all.' And people would go
around Lynchburg and mention that, which was
really cool to have a signature call that people
would talk to you about." *
When speaking of favorite moments on press
row at Willett Hall, Bacon quickly remembered
the men's basketball team's 80-78 win over
Atlantic-10 powerhouse George Washington on
the third day of 2009, a win that is still believed
to be the biggest win in school history to this day.
He also mentioned the February 2010 win over

High Point where the Lancer Lunatics famously
stormed the court after the late comeback in that
one.
When asked what advice he would give to
aspiring broadcasters, he simply said "Good luck"
and that "Broadcasting is one of those careers
where you better not be worried about where you
live, you better not worry about how much money
you're going to make, and you better be passionate
about wanting to do it because if s certainly one of
those careers you don't get into for the money."
"You get into it for the love."

Need SPANISH 201 or 202?
Need English 400? History 100?

Want to WAIVE Goal 9?
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Gen Ed in Spain & Greece 2013
Study at the Parthenon, the Alhambra Palace and
at the beaches of Valencia, Spalnt
http://wwwJongwood.edu/staff/goetzla/GenedSpain/
Info meetings in Ruffner 256;
Sept 11-3:30

Oct 22-6:00pm

Oct 11-3:30

Nov 8-3:30
Contacts:

Dr. Goetz igoetzla@longwood.edu ) or
pnoto courtesy: scott bacon

Scott Bacon, the man behind WVHL's Kickin' Country's "Voice of the Lancers" for LU sports.

Dr. Holliday (hoHidavwc@longwood.edu)
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NU MAME

am:DOMIiYlOX
Led by Seniors Emily
Laura and Gabby Dixon, Longwood Women's Rugby Team overwhelmed Old Dominion
University (ODU) in a
match played in Norfolk
on Saturday. LU started
slowly but began to
dominate line-out and
scrum play and surged
to a 24-7 halftime lead.
For the setond half,
Dixon scored two twice
and Laura scored three
times and Maria Wheaton scored to complete
the rout for a final score
of 57-28.
Excellent performances
were turned in by Mallory Greene -playing #8
and the back three of Jessica Richter, Sarah Ganrude and Tori Carpenter.
The team is looking forward to an outstanding
season and has national
play-offs hopes.
Home games played at
First Avenue Field at 11
a.m. More information
at longwoodnigby.org

New Menu Items
New Fresh Look

Sushi
now located in Lancer Café
Brown Rice Available
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Vegetarian Options

Text LANCERS t0 6 5 3 7 4 for Exdusive

Dining Deals

Feel the Heat! Try our 6-piece Juicy Boneless Wings Today
with Celery & a Regular Fountain Beverage for only $5

Longwood Dining Services accepts Bonus Dollars, Lancer Ca$h, Cash, & Credit.
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